Debate Questions:  Sixth Period
POLICY QUESTIONS

Foreign Policy)

1. What policy choices would you like to implement if you became president? Would you pursue more of less involvement in foreign affairs?
2. Seeing as the previous president made a comment surrounding Israel returning to its pre- 1967 borders and that caused controversy within the nation and the international community, what would you do to reduce this controversy? And what stance do you take on the Israeli borders?

3. What is your stance on the war in Afghanistan? Do you believe that we should remove all of our troops gradually or immediately?  What do you plan to do with the budget?
National Security 
1. The United States' border with Mexico is very insecure and violence has spilled over into Texas. Currently, the un-patrolled border is used by smugglers to transport drugs into America. What precautions will you take to secure our border from drugs and also terrorists and weapons?
2. The leakage of classified documents that are integral to national security has gained national attention with the actions of groups such as Wikileaks. As President of the United States, what actions will you take to curb the leaks? How will you insure that the rights of the citizens are not trampled in doing so?

3. Being cautious is integral to fighting the "War on Terrorism." What is your stance of wiretapping to preempt terrorism and still protecting our constitutional rights?
Education 

1. As of May 2011, the current unemployment rate in the United States stands at 9.1%. Unfortunately, the debts of college graduates are also on the rise because as of December 2010, the total student debt stood at $530 billion in the U.S. How do you plan to aid the college graduates who are unable to find jobs in our sluggish economy and thus unable to pay off their college debts?

2. The rates of teenage suicide are climbing. Clinical depression is being seen more and more in the teenage population as a result of the stress imposed on the lives of our youth in order to be accepted into prestigious universities. Do you believe pressure we place on our youth creates healthy and appropriate lifestyles? How should we deal with these frightening and growing statistics? 

3. The prices of both private and public universities have seen significant growth. For the 2010-2011 school year, private university tuitions rose by 4.5% and public university tuitions rose by 7.9%. How can we expect our students’ families to afford college educations as more and more Americans are losing their jobs? How are you planning on addressing the thousands of American students who unable to attend college because of the growing costs? 
Healthcare 

1. Do you believe that Government intervention on healthcare is taking too much of a socialist approach, or is it the duty of our nation to protect its people’s right to life?

2. Offering nationwide healthcare will create an increase in demand of healthcare and inherently lower the quality of the healthcare. Is it more important for our nation to strive for quality of healthcare or the quantity in the number of people who have healthcare available to them?

3. US ranks #1 in per capita health expenditures ($6719) while nearly every other developed nation in the world has health coverage for every citizen. What is your opinion on these statements and America’s apparent lack of competition among developed nations in the field of healthcare? 

Economy 

1. Because of the recent recession many Americans had to declare bankruptcy and had home foreclosures. What do you believe is an important step towards improving the costs of housing?

2. The stimulus, formally known as the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, included tax cuts for many Americans. Do you believe in tax cuts?

3. The unemployment rate for the United States is 9.1%. How do you propose to lower this number?

Environment 

1. During the 21st century, the global surface temperature has increased by .74 degrees Celsius and is continuing to increase. What is your plan to prevent the greater development of Global Warming while still continuing to better our country?

2. At this point, the unemployment rate in our country is 8.7%. Would you relax environmental regulations in order to create jobs to boost the economy? 
3. Many health issues such as asthma and lung cancer have been linked to air pollution. What would you do to lessen these issues while still maintaining an environment beneficial to economic growth? 

Immigration

1. What is your stance on illegal immigration and what direction do you plan to head in while dealing with illegal immigrants?

2. There is an estimated eleven million illegal immigrants living in the U.S. as of now.  What are your plans for reducing this number? Do you thing further protection should be implemented at the borders?

3. Illegal immigration has positive and negative effects on the economy.  For example, wages for low-skilled workers go down since immigrants are willing to work for less. At the same time, American consumers benefit because prices for agricultural produce, construction, etc. are low.  When thinking about the effects on the economy, how do you believe we should go about fixing the illegal immigration problem?
Gay Rights 

1. The “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy, which restricted openly gay, lesbian, or bisexual individuals from serving in the military, discharged over 13,000 people since 1994 and was recently repealed in late 2010. What do you believe are the effects of this repeal and what will you do about the consequences?
2. Obama has supported civil unions that give same-sex couples the same rights and privileges as married couples. Do you support these civil unions or giving same-sex couples the same rights as married couples?
3. Often same-sex couples have a lower priority than other people who adopt children. Do you believe that same-sex couples should be able to adopt children as easily as other adults, and if so will you do anything to make it easier for same-sex couples to adopt?
Civil Liberties 

1. More than 30 million fur-providing animals are killed every year on farms by poisoning and electrocution. No U.S. laws regulate these methods. What is your stance on animal rights, and do you plan on taking action with any laws?

2. Recently, there has been a controversy in an Idaho school over the issue of banning religious materials in student curriculum. In your opinion, does the method of banning religious material in schools violate the freedoms of speech and religion? What do you advise schools to do with religious material?

3. According to a study by the Justice Department, a black drug defendant is 48 times more likely to be jailed than a white one with the same record. Also, although the percent of whites and blacks who use drugs is almost identical, black men served sentences 50% longer than whites. What do you make of these statistics, and how do you plan on taking action to ensure all aspects of racial equality?

4. From 1985 to 1993, homicides committed annually with a firearm increased 173%. Government saw this and decided to make laws like the firearms act and the gun control act to decrease accidents, but people claimed this violated their 2nd amendment rights. What is your view on the issue, and do you think civil rights out way their own safety, even when consented?

5. Wiretapping reached an all time high in 2009. This means the government is secretly overhearing conversations of the public for their use. Do you believe the government has right to do this? Or do you think they are violating the publics privacy?

Bioethics 

1. Stem cells are cells that possess the potential to develop into any other type of cell and can therefore save the lives of millions of people suffering from various ailments like heart disease and diabetes. However, many opponents of stem cell research declare that such a practice is unethical because stem cells are almost always extracted from human embryos—murder. Should stem cell research be allowed to proceed?

2. When a person’s life becomes so miserable that the desire to remain alive completely vanishes, euthanasia is an option to swiftly and painlessly end that person’s existence. If the person is incapable of expressing his wishes, a close family member sometimes receives the jurisdiction of whether to implement euthanasia—involuntary euthanasia. Should family members receive the authority of carrying out involuntary euthanasia on a loved one or should life be preserved at all costs? 

3. 93% of all abortions within the United States occur for reasons other than rape or potential health problems. Should abortions be legal for all cases (including rape, potential health problems, and/or an unwanted child), or should abortion only be legal in some cases (limited to rape and/or potential health problems)?

 

Energy 
1. Renewable energy has been used in smaller quantities in comparison to advanced energy sources like petroleum, natural gas, and coal. This is because of the expensive price to create alternative energies in mass quantity. In your administration, will you invest time and money to improve alternative energy sources, or do you feel that it is an unnecessary action that is too expensive for your administration?

2. Energy source prices have skyrocketed in the recent past, and some predict it to continue to rise. Will you do anything to control this inflation through federal power and international relations, or will you rely on the market to solve this problem?

3. Transportation takes up a large amount of the nation's energy sources and supplies. Do you feel that the government should control the use of fuels for private vehicles, such as advocating public transportations or the innovation of new alternative energies for vehicles?

Government Corruption 
1. The Obama administration is defending its stepped up enforcement of a U.S. law banning bribery of foreign officials, and warned lawmakers that changes could open loopholes for wrongdoers. Do you believe that by changing this law, possible loopholes will open?
2. More than US$ 400 billion having been looted and stashed away in foreign countries. What do you believe needs to be done in order for this number to be reduced? 

3. Major corporations give candidates millions of dollars in order for their issues to be high up on the agenda list. How are you going to prevent this from happening?
CHARACTER TOPICS

Huck
Rebellion against authority
Illiteracy
Jim
Societal oppression 
Responsibility to law
Hester
Disloyalty
Societal Outcast
Gatsby
Tendency to lie
Corruption
Biff
Inability to conform to capitalism
Failure to maintain job stability
Misfit
Dictatorial lifestyle
Lack of sympathy
Emily
Mental Instability
Reclusive lifestyle
Poe
Negative outlook
Tragedy
