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POLICY:  ALTERNATIVE LEARNING EXPERIENCE 

 

 

A school’s alternative learning experience may make use of digital and/or on-line curricula, and 

may be delivered over the internet or using other electronic means.  A school’s alternative learning 

experience may also include significant participation by students, parents, and families in the design 

and implementation of a student's learning experience. 

 

Each alternative learning experience offered must:  

(a) Each student enrolled in an alternative learning experience course of study shall have a written 

student learning plan designed to meet the student's individual educational needs.  The written 

student learning plan may be developed in partnership with the student, the student's parents, and 

other interested parties, with recognition that school staff has the primary responsibility and 

accountability for the plan, including supervision and monitoring, and evaluation and assessment of 

the student's progress.  The written student learning plan shall include, but not be limited to, the 

following elements: 

 (i)  A beginning and ending date for the learning experience; 

 (ii) An estimate of the average number of hours per week that the student will engage in 

 learning activities to meet the requirements of the student learning plan.   

 (iii) A description of how weekly contact requirements will be fulfilled; 

 (iv) A description of the specific learning goals and performance objectives of the 

 alternative learning experience.  This requirement may be met through the use of course 

 syllabi or other similarly detailed descriptions of learning requirements.  The description 

 shall clearly identify the requirements a student must meet to successfully complete the 

 course or program; 

 (v) Identification of instructional materials essential to successful completion of the learning 

 plan;  

 (vi) A description of the timelines and methods for evaluating student progress toward the 

 learning goals and performance objectives specified in the learning plan; and 

 (vii) The written student learning plan shall identify whether the alternative learning 

 experience meets one or more of the state essential academic learning requirements or any 

 other academic goals, objectives, and learning requirements defined by the school district.   
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 For a high school alternative learning experience, the plan shall specify whether the 

 experience meets state and district graduation requirements. 

     

(b) The overall ratio of certificated instructional staff to full-time equivalent students enrolled in 

alternative learning experience programs and courses, including those that rely primarily on digital 

curriculum, be no more than 40 to 1. 

 

(c) Student performance will be supervised, monitored, assessed, evaluated, and recorded by school 

staff.   Periodic grade reporting will be allowed. 

 

(d) Each student enrolled in an alternative learning experience will have direct personal contact 

with school staff at least weekly until the student completes the course objectives or the 

requirements of the learning plan.  Direct personal contact shall be for the purposes of instruction, 

review of assignments, testing, reporting of student progress, or other learning activities.  Direct 

personal contact means a face-to-face meeting with the student and, where appropriate, the student's 

parent or guardian.  Direct personal contact can be accomplished through the use of telephone,        

e-mail, instant messaging, interactive video communication, or other means of digital 

communication, instead of a face-to-face meeting, if in the judgment of the school staff such contact 

methods do not compromise educational quality, student health and safety, or the fiscal integrity of 

the district. 

 

(e) Each student's educational progress must be evaluated at least monthly and that the results of 

each review be communicated to the student and if the student is in grades K–8, the student's parent 

or guardian. 

 

(f) Satisfy the state board of education's requirements for courses of study and equivalencies 

(chapter 180-50 WAC) and high school graduation requirements (chapter 180-51 WAC); and 

 

(g) The Assistant Superintendent for Instruction is responsible for approving specific alternative 

learning experience programs or courses, monitoring compliance with this section, and reporting at 

least annually to the school district board of directors on the program.  This annual report shall 

include at least the following: 

 (i) Documentation of alternative learning experience student headcount and full-time 

 equivalent enrollment claimed for basic education funding; 

 (ii) A description of how certificated and classified staff are assigned program management 

 and instructional responsibilities that maximize student learning, including the ratio of 

 certificated instructional staff to full-time equivalent students; 

 (iii) A description of how a written student learning plan pursuant is developed, and student 

 performance supervised and evaluated, by certificated staff; 

 (iv) A description of how the program supports the district's overall goals and objectives for 

 student academic achievement; and 

 (v) Results of any self-evaluations conducted;  
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 (vi) Explicitly identify what, if any, expenditures which are directly related to the written 

 student learning plan and are paid by participants of an alternative learning experience may 

 be subject to reimbursement by the district. 

 

 

 

LEGAL REFERENCES: WAC 392-121-107 Course of Study 

    WAC 392-121-182 Alternative Learning Experience Requirements 
 

 


