A Tale of Two Cities
Book I, Chapters 1, 2, 3, 4
Commentary

“It was the best of times…along the roads that lay before them.”

· Setting 
Note that Dickens deliberately emphasizes the parallels between the novel’s period and his own in the first paragraph. The rest of this brief chapter, divided almost equally between settings in England and France, highlights cruelty and injustice

· Theme: Fate
The two extended references to the Woodman (Fate) and the Farmer (Death) introduce us to the theme of fate, or destiny.

“A wonderful fact to reflect upon…or than I am to them?”

· Point of View
The bulk of this chapter is almost surrealistic: Jarvis Lorry imagines in his dreams that he is conversing with the ghost of a man who has been imprisoned for eighteen years. As if to signal this eerie motif, Dickens begins the chapter with a rare shift to the first-person point of view.
“Very orderly and methodical he looked…According to the immemorial usage of waiters in all ages.”

· Characterization: Jarvis Lorry
From Lorry’s appearance and dialogue with the waiter, students should be able to infer that he is a man of steadiness, uprightness, and loyalty.

“A wild-looking woman…Mr. Jarvis Lorry withdrew to consider it.”

· Literary Elements and Techniques: Humor
How does Dickens introduce Miss Pross, Lucie’s companion, as one of the few strands of humor in the novel? Note that Miss Pross’s determination to protect her “precious” from harm is immediately established. 

“A large cask of wine had been dropped and broken…for the birds, fine of song and feather, took no warning.”

· Literary Elements and Techniques: Symbolism; Foreshadowing
The red wine, staining the ground and the people’s faces, gradually becomes a symbol of the blood that is to be spilled during the French Revolution. Gaspard, indeed, reinforces the symbolism when he scrawls the word “blood” with his finger.
