Biography

Rudolfo Alfonso Anaya was born on October 30, 1937 to Martin and Rafaelita Anaya in the rural village of Pastura, New Mexico, the fifth of seven children. Growing up in the small villages of Pastura and nearby Santa Rosa, Anaya was immersed in the oral culture of his Mexican−Indian ancestors and became familiar with the traditional farming and ranching practices that are depicted in his stories. 

His mother’s lineage comes from Llano (farmers) and his father is a vaquero (cowboy). Thoughts of his childhood reflect the special times with his La Grande (grandmother). In Focus on Criticism he stated, “some say she was a curandera, a woman who knew how to use her power and herbs to cure sickness.” In the Spanish culture, a curandera is someone who has power of the human soul or, in lay terms, a folk healer. Rudolfo and his siblings were raised in a devout Catholic home. At home he was spoken to in Spanish and therefore became bilingual. In 1952, when he was fifteen years of age, his family moved to Albuquerque, settling in the Barelas barrio (neighborhood) at 433 Pacific.
After moving to Albuquerque at age fifteen, Anaya graduated from Albuquerque High School in 1955. He attended Browning Business School from 1955 to 1958, then enrolled at the University of New Mexico where he earned both a B.A. (1963) and an M.A. (1968) in English. In 1972, shortly after finishing Bless Me, Ultima, (which took him seven years to write) Anaya also earned an M.A. in guidance and counseling from the University of New Mexico. The novel was first published by El Grito (a Chicano magazine). In 1972, Rudolfo Anaya was awarded the prestigious Premio Quinto Sol Award. His second novel, Heart of Aztlan explores the relationship of communal youths entering adulthood and moving to the cities.

From 1963 to 1970, Anaya taught in public schools in Albuquerque. He then worked as a director of counseling at the University of Albuquerque. In 1974, he joined the faculty of the University of New Mexico’s English department where he taught courses in creative writing and Chicano literature. The summer of 1974, he accepted a position at the University of New Mexico in the English Department. That same year he served on the board of Coordination Council of Literary Magazines. During this time he was working on Tortuga, his third novel. The novel Tortuga is about individuals who are in total despair and reach back to look at their faith to survive. Rudolfo found inner wisdom in this area by reflecting back on past trials and tribulations of adolescence. Rudolfo is the extraordinary novelist of Jalamanta, Alburquerque, The Anaya Reader,  and Zia Summer, just to mention a few. He has written several journals, theses, and commentaries.  He has been awarded the PEN Center West Award for Fiction for his novel Alburquerque.

He retired from teaching in 1994. He has been a guest lecturer at many universities, including Michigan State University, University of Indiana, Yale University, and University of Michigan. 

