READING #1 CHAPTER 16  PAGES 531-545

  Summarize the views of the various political theorists of the 16c and 17c regarding absolutism. 
  How was divine-right monarchy, recognized by these theorists, different from pure arbitrary despotic power (arbitrary monarchy)? 

  How did Henry IV lay the groundwork for strong monarchical authority in France? 

  What was the basic erroneous premise of mercantilism?  Identify key mercantilist principles. 

  Cardinal Richelieu's two goals, as Louis XIII's chief minister, was to strengthen the power of the king/central government and to make France the dominant power in Europe.  How did he attempt to achieve these goals [detail his domestic policies--you will detail his foreign policies in the next assignment]? 

  Why did the Fronde occur in France between 1648 and 1653?  What were the immediate and long-term results of this uprising for the future of the French monarchy? 

  What were the three ways in which Louis XIV attempted to rule the provinces? 

  Why did Louis XIV build his palace complex at Versailles?  What was life like there for the French nobility? 

  How did Colbert's policies as Louis XIV's finance minister illustrate the objectives of mercantilism? 

  What were the strengths and weaknesses of Colbert's economic policies? 

  What were the limits of royal absolutism in France?
