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BELL HIGH SCHOOL - GOVERNMENT – SYLLABUS 2014 - 2015





Instructor�
Mr. Rubén Peña�
E-mail�
rxp4763@lausd.net�
�



Text:  


McClenaghan, William A., Magruder’s American Government.


Description:


This course will examine the contributions made by individuals and institutions to the formation of the American system of government.  From this, our exploration will take us to a greater understanding of our nation’s creation, how our government is structured, how it functions, the individuals and events amplifying or modifying our form of government and our rights, and the roles and responsibilities of us as citizens of Bell High School, the State of California and of the United States.  


Objectives:


Within the following objectives students will be able to display enhanced Academic Achievement using Effective Communication, Critical Thinking and Writing Skills and available Technology. 


Students will (1) understand and explain the principles and moral values of American democracy, the limits and obligations of citizens, the responsibilities and function of the three branches of government, the role of court decisions, political participation, the relationship between local, state and federal government and evaluate the differing political systems across time influencing our form of government.  They shall (2) analyze and defend positions on civil liberties and rights (and how these values are of importance for a free society); analyze and defend positions on the influence of the media on political life.  Students will evaluate and express views on the tensions within our constitutional democracy between the rights of individuals and majority rule; liberty and equality; state and national authority; civil disobedience and the rule of law; freedom of the press and the right to a fair trial; relationship of religion and the government.  Students will (3) evaluate and summarize the impact of landmark court interpretations of the Constitution.  Students will (4) use this knowledge to become healthy Individuals and more effective and responsible citizens of our American community.


Tentative Course Outline:





UNIT�
TOPIC�
CHAPTERS / READING�
�
�
1�
Foundations of American Government�
Chapters 1-4�
�
�
2�
Political Behavior: Government By the People�
Chapters 5-9�
�
�
3�
The Legislative Branch�
Chapters 10-12�
�
�
4�
The Executive Branch�
Chapters 13-17�
�
�
5�
The Judicial Branch�
Chapters 18-21�
�
�
6�
Comparative Political and Economic Systems�
Chapters 22-23�
�
�
7�
Participating in State and Local Government�
Chapters 24-25�
�
�






Expectations and Responsibilities:





Ø	Attendance – The tardy policy set by the school is reasonable and will be adhered to.  If you are absent for any reason, it is your responsibility to: 


obtain class notes, assignment information and arrange to make-up any missed quizzes or tests.  


Ø	Classroom Demeanor – I expect you to behave in a manner that reflects your age and position as upper classmen at Bell High School.  


Obey the rules of Bell High School and LAUSD.  


Electronic devices will be turned off during class.  Violators will retrieve their devices at the Dean’s Office at the end of the day.


Respect yourselves, your peers, your school and most importantly Mr. Peña.


Come to class prepared by bringing ALL necessary supplies (i.e. textbook, binder, pens, pencils, etc.)  


Ø	Binder – You will be required to maintain a binder for class handouts, notes and other classwork.  





Ø	Classwork/Homework –There will be regular warm-up activities (i.e. dispatches).  These include but are not limited to comparison, analytical, or opinion writing; responding to questions, graphs, charts, tables, data, illustrations, etc.  


Expect homework 2 or 3 times a week. You are expected to do all of the assignments on time. 





Ø	Quizzes, Tests, Projects and Research Paper – There will be periodic quizzes, tests, and projects throughout the year.  You will be expected to write a research paper and take a final during the last week of class. Remember that this class is a graduation REQUIREMENT and that there are NO “D” GRADES in the class.



































*Mr. Peña reserves the right to amend elements of the syllabus to meet the needs of diverse learners. This


  includes, but is not limited to, assignments and grading requirements.





ACKNOWLEGEMENT SIGNATURES:





The terms and conditions of the class have been clearly explained to me by Mr. Peña. I understand that there are no “D” grades given in this class and have taken the time to explain this information to my parent(s)/guardian(s) who fully understand and accept the terms outlined in this syllabus. My parents know that if they have any questions or concerns about my progress in the class that they can contact Mr. Peña by email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:rxp4763@lausd.net" ��rxp4763@lausd.net� or setting up an appointment with the school by calling 323-832-4700.








x______________________________   	   x_________________________________


           Student Signature / Date	 	                          Parent-Guardian Signature / Date





           _(______)_______________________       _________________________________


    		 Student Cell Phone #				              Student Email





          _(______)_______________________       __________________________________


                 Parent-Guardian Cell Phone #			     Parent-Guardian Email 








COURSE COMPONENTS:





Dispatches/Warm-Ups	 = 5%		


Quizzes		     	 = 10%			


Portfolio Check (CW/HW) = 20%			


Projects			 = 20%


Essays / Exams		 = 25%


Research Paper		 = 10%		


Final			 = 10%





�





�





FORMATIVE ASSESSMENTS (35% OF GRADE)








SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS


(65% OF GRADE)








COURSE GRADING SCALE:





90 - 100%      =   A


            80 - 89 % 	      =   B


            70 - 79 %       =   C


         69 % or below  =   F








