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“I Have a Dream” by Martin Luther King, Jr.

Reading: Analyze Persuasive Techniques

Persuasive techniques are devices used to influence the audience in favor of the author’s argument. In addition to presenting evidence in a persuasive speech, a speaker may use the following:

• emotionally charged language

• rhetorical devices, such as parallelism, restatement, and repetition

To analyze and evaluate persuasive techniques, read aloud to hear the effect. Notice the emotional impact of the sounds of certain words, as well as the rhythm and momentum created by the word patterns that the author uses. Consider both the purpose and effect of these persuasive techniques and evaluate the author’s success in using them to make a convincing argument.

DIRECTIONS: Read the following excerpts from “I Have a Dream.” Then, on the lines provided, answer the questions that follow.

1. Five score years ago, a great American, in whose symbolic shadow we stand today, signed the Emancipation Proclamation.

A. To which “great American” does King allude in this sentence?

B. What place does King refer to in saying “in whose symbolic shadow we stand”?

C. What well-known speech in American history does King echo in saying “five score years ago”?

2. Now is the time to make real the promises of Democracy. Now is the time to rise from the dark and desolate valley of segregation to the sunlit path of racial justice.

A. How does this passage illustrate parallelism?

B. What emotionally charged words or phrases does King use in this passage?

3. This sweltering summer of the Negro’s legitimate discontent will not pass until there is an invigorating autumn of freedom and equality.

A. What image dominates this passage?

B. How does the passage illustrate parallelism?
