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50 States Magazine!

Each of our 50 states is an important part of our nation as a whole.  Each state has stories to tell-of resources, landforms, and people.  You will find that in some ways the people of our country are all the same.  Yet in other ways, the stories of the individual states show differences in our lifestyle and culture.

You will be telling the story of your state by researching and creating a classroom magazine.  The knowledge that you share will help us all as we learn about our great nation.  Listed below are the requirements for your report.  Please be sure to follow the due dates.  

Be creative and have fun.

Your paper will be organized in the following order, but will be due at separate times.

Please use the due date chart to pace yourself. 

Due Dates for State Magazine Report
	Assignments and Day assigned: 
	DUE DATES: 

	Article: Vacationing in Your State (Assigned 4/17)
	Friday, April 20th 

	Snapshot of your State (homework)

Assigned 4/16

	Tuesday, April 24th


	Nature Tour with hand drawn Map (map is for homework) Assigned 4/23
	Friday, April 27th 

	Calendar of Special Events (Assigned 4/23 for homework)
	Tuesday, May 1st

	History – Looking Back  

Assigned 5/1  

Ads (Assigned 5/1 for homework)
	Tuesday, May 8th

	Interview with a Famous Person 

Assigned 5/9 
Letters to the Editor - Letter #1 (Assigned 5/7) Letter #2 (Assigned 5/9) Letter #3 (5/14)
	Tuesday, May 15th 

All letters due May 15th 

	Greeting from the Editor (Assign 5/14)
Covers (Assigned 5/14 for homework)
	Friday, May 18th  

	Works Cited (Assigned 5/21 for homework) 
Table of Contents (to be completed in class)
	Wed., May 23rd 

	Completed Magazine 

	Friday, May 25th

	State Presentations 


	May 29th – June 6th 


Homework - Front and Back Covers:

The front cover of the magazine must include your state’s name, the due date of the completed magazine, and your name.  Make sure to name your magazine and display the name in a creative way on the front cover. The covers should also include a picture or pictures that represent your state.  You can use construction or scrapbook paper if you would like.  Be creative!

Table of Contents:

The Table of Contents page should be the first page inside the front cover.  Make sure to include the titles of articles/content found in the magazine, as well as the page number where the information can be found.  The Table of Contents page itself is not numbered.

Greetings from the Editor:

This section of the magazine is an introduction for the reader.  You are, of course, the editor, and you should explain unique facts about your state and why the reader will enjoy reading your magazine.  You may include a photo of yourself.

Letters to the Editor:

This section of the magazine is where you will publish letters written to you or your magazine.  If you know any people from that state, you might want to ask them to mail or email you a letter.  You will be required to have three letters from imaginary readers, whether or not you receive any actual letters.  A possible example could be writing a letter from an imaginary reader requesting that the magazine include an article about the history of the state.  Or you could pretend that a reader read an article from an earlier edition and was commenting on it.  For example, maybe you recommended going to a restaurant or touring an area and the reader is writing your magazine to comment on the article.  I will give you some suggestions and guidance in class.  Each letter must be in proper letter format, a paragraph long (6 well constructed sentences…wimpy sentences do not count), and include factual information and understanding of your state.

HOMEWORK- Snapshot of your state:

This section of the magazine will contain the important facts about your state.  The following facts are required: capital, governor, population, climate, and geographical feature. You must also include the state seal, state motto, state flag, state flower, state bird, state tree, and state song (if applicable). You may include additional information if you would like.  This section might be a couple pages depending on the size that you draw or make your images.  Make sure to label each component.

HOMEWORK - Calendar of Special Events:

In this section of the magazine you will list special events that take place in your state, giving a brief description of each.  Some examples of things to include would be: state fairs, marathons, festivals, races, historical reenactments, and museum exhibits.  Organize the events by month in calendar format. You are required to write a sentence describing each event.  Make your descriptions fun, inviting and reader friendly.  You should illustrate at least one of the events to make an attractable calendar.  Feel free to copy and paste images from the websites.

Feature Articles (to be completed in class):

The magazine must include five feature articles.  Each of the articles must include an opening and closing paragraph. Length will vary by article.

1. Vacationing in Your State:
This article will include information for tourists visiting your state.  Tourist attractions, national parks, recreational opportunities, famous hotels/building should all be included.  In this article, you will be trying to make the reader want to visit your state.  You must include a section on the climate. For example, you can write about the climate when talking about what are the best times to visit. Therefore, the more details and information you provide, the better.   This will be more of an informative essay that persuades your reader to want to vacation in your state.  This will be 5 paragraphs.

2. History - Looking Back:

This is a historical article based on important events that have taken place in your state.  You will follow the history format from the first handout I gave in class.  This will be a minimum of 5 paragraphs.

· Who were the first settlers?  What cultures lived and settled there?

· How did the state develop?

· Did Native Americans inhabit the state first, if so which tribes?

· Why did people decide to come to this state?

· Name some important early industries that helped the economy of the new territory/State.

· What important events occurred in your state?  Pick two and explain why these events were important.

· If your state was involved in a war, explain their role.

3. Interview with a Famous Person:

In this article you will choose a famous person who lives or was born and grew up in your state.  This should be written in an interview format. Make sure to include their date of birth, occupation, the reason they’re famous (their accomplishments), and other interesting information.  The interview should be 1.5-2 pages in length.

4. Nature Company:

In this section of your magazine, you will discuss the geography and location of your state from the perspective of a tour company.  You will advertise an Adventure or Nature Tour and take your reader through your states geography and wildlife.  Pick at least 3 areas to feature on your tour.  One must be a major geographical feature such as a mountain area, desert, lake, or swamp. One must be about the wildlife, such as flowers or unique animals found in that area.  You must include a geographical map that contains the major geographical features and bordering states.  You must also mark your map with your tour’s trail.  This will be 5 paragraphs.  Title your nature company and make sure you add a lot of description.  Possible ideas would be river rafting down a main river in your state, going on a camping trip through a wildlife park, bird watching for a rare bird in an area, etc.

Homework - Ads:

This magazine must have at least ten ads.  These may include advertisements for famous buildings, museums, hotels, theme parks, stores, restaurants, and so on.  Seven of the ads must be about real places in the state.  All ads, whether about real or imaginary places, must be written in your own words.  The pictures for your ads must be in color.  You may either create the pictures on your own or use photos from other sources (computer, pictures, magazines).  This should be about 1 page in length.

Be creative!

Works Cited:

This section of the magazine is a place to cite your references.  A reference is the place where you learned factual information (book, internet, brochure, etc.)  You should document all sources of information on a daily basis as you gather research.  Do not throw away any of your information.  Easybib.com is a great tool for learning how to cite your work.

IDEAS FOR EARLY FINISHERS:  

Create a page with Fun Facts or Trivia. 

Make a factual Crossword Puzzle about your state

Write a Song about your state 

Write a poem about your state

Create a funny page with comics that relate to information about your state

Publishing Information:

Your complete magazine will be due on _________.

Powerpoint Presentations:

My presentation is on _____________.

Students are to create a powerpoint presentation that includes the main facts of their state.  Each project should have at least one slide for each main article in the State Magazine, a title page slide and a works cited slide.  Students are welcome to organize the project and information as they see fit.  Food items are permitted, but not mandatory.  Presentations should be no longer than 4 minutes long.      
This project will address the following CA state standards:

Writing Strategies: 1.2 Create multiple-paragraph expository compositions: a. Establish a topic, important ideas, or events in sequence or chronological order. b. Provide details and transitional expressions that link one paragraph to another in a clear line of thought. c. Offer a concluding paragraph that summarizes important ideas and details.

Writing Applications:

2.3 Write research reports about important ideas, issues, or events by using the following guidelines: a. Frame questions that direct the investigation. b. Establish a controlling idea or topic. c. Develop the topic with simple facts, details, examples, and explanations.

2.4 Write persuasive letters or compositions: a. State a clear position in support of a proposal. b. Support a position with relevant evidence. c. Follow a simple organizational pattern. .SLE: B1-5 Life Long Learners

