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What are some of those daily markers of student and teacher engagement that remind us 
of great teaching and learning and tell the story of 21st century instruction?  Recently, I 
received a morning phone call from Dr. Paul Morrow, the Principal of Marina High 
School.  Although the conversation started with morning pleasantries, the urgency in his 
voice told me we had more to discuss.  Then the words any high school administrator 
would not want to hear, “We have a complete power outage on campus.”  Just a short 
drive away, I was able to join Dr. Morrow and his students and staff on the now rainy and 
dark Marina campus.  As we began to walk hallways and visit classrooms, most with 
only the dim glow of illumination provided by emergency lights, once again it was a 
marker that reminded us just how special the teacher-student relationship can be when at 
its very best!   
 
Now let’s be fair. Teenagers, rainy day, Friday, no power (except the always present 
smart phone), and what followed in each dark hallway was something we should all be 
proud of. They were still engaged in learning!  Yes, from English to math and history, as 
I looked into classrooms, students and teachers were fully engaged in lessons of the day.  
No lights, except for a single fluorescent tube to provide safety, but our teacher and 
student lights were “shining brightly.”  From shared smart phone light, room after room, 
the very same teenagers facing a rainy Friday with no power were taking exams, having 
small group discussions, and engaging in what their teacher had prepared for the day.  
Lest we ask too much of the teen crowd, after an hour, Southern California Edison came 
in like the electric cavalry, and Marina was once again at full strength. 
 
Although I would take great pride in describing so many of the powerful classroom 
strategies of 21st century learning – from shared Google Docs, to virtual group 
collaborations and beyond – on this day it was the dynamic relationship between a 
classroom teacher and their students.  There had been thoughtful homework and focused 
studying the night before, and a little power failure would not deter our 21st century 
classrooms.  The future is “bright!” 
 
A hearty thank you to our entire school community, and very best wishes for a wonderful 
2015. 
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