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I.Opposition to the Crown

A. James professed his belief in divine right, arousing resentment among the members of Parliament.

B. When Parliament refused to vote James enough funds, he restored to other means of raising money, such as selling titles of nobility.

C. One powerful group of dissenters within the Church was the Puritans, who wanted the Church to be “Purified” of remaining Catholic rituals and symbols. When the king refused to support the Puritan cause, the Puritans turned against him; many left England and settled in North America.

II.Charles Inherits the Throne

A. Charles I, who inherited the throne from his father James I in 1625, also opposed the Puritans and believed in the divine right of kings.

B. At the same time, Charles deepened the religious divisions within England, persecuting the Puritans. Although most Puritans remained in their homeland, thousands sought religious freedom in the English colonies in America.
III. Beginnings of the Civil War

A. The Long Parliament, controlled by Puritans, took steps to decrease Charles’s power.

B. When Charles rejected a series of prepositions that would make Parliament the supreme power in England, both Charles and Parliament prepared for war.

IV. The English Civil War

A. Parliament organized its military forces under the leadership of Oliver Cromwell. In May 1646, the royalist armies surrendered, leaving the Puritan Parliament know as the Rump Parliament in complete control of the English government.

V. A New Government

A. The Rump Parliament ended the monarchy and established a commonwealth; the new government crushed opposing forces.

B. Cromwell’s government enforced Puritan rules requiring people to attend church and to avoid drinking, swearing, and gambling.

I. The Merry Monarch

A. Released from a violent, unstable period followed by harsh Puritan rule, the English people celebrated wildly when Charles II returned to London in May 1660. Known as the Merry Monarch, Charles II supported the arts, sciences, and entertainment. This period, in which the House of Stuart was returned to the throne, is called the Restoration.

B. England’s first political parties grew out of a debate about who wold succeed Charles as the king of England. Members of the Parliament who wanted to exclude Charles’s Catholic brother James from the throne were called Whigs, and those who favored the hereditary monarchy were referred to as Tories.

II. A Bloodless Revolt

A. Members of Parliament were alarmed by these actions. When James’s second wife bore him a son who would inherit the throne, both Whig and Tory leaders united against James. Mary, James’ Protestant daughter, and her husband William gained the throne without battles or bloodshed in the Glorious Revolution.

B. After James II’s revolt to recapture the Crown failed, Protestants began to exclude the Catholic majority in Ireland - which had formed James’s army - form government and business, deepening Irish Catholic hatred for English policies.

III. Parliament and the Crown

A. When Mary’s sister Anne succeeded William in 1702, Parliament had to establish a new order of succession, because Anne had no living children: the throne would pass to the children of a Protestant granddaughter of James I, who was married to a German elector from the House of Hanover.

