Westerberg, English 1-2

OF MICE AND MEN


End of the Novel Study Guide

Instructions: Prepare responses to the following topics and questions.  A selection of the questions and topics will appear on your exam.
· How much time passes throughout the duration of the novel?  
· Create a plot line wherein you label the major events and conflicts that correspond to the novel’s action: Exposition, Rising Action, Climax, Falling Action, and Resolution.
· Cite three sources of foreshadowing in the novel and explain what events these moments foretell.  How do the events you cite help prepare the reader for what is to come and how do they ultimately add meaning to the novel? Provide specific evidence and discuss the events in detail.
· Compare and contrast George, Lennie, and Curley’s Wife’s dreams.  What is it that they hope for in the future?  Provide evidence. Do any of the characters attain their dreams?  Explain in detail. If not, what prevents them?
· Select the character in the novel who suffers the most from loneliness.  What are the circumstances that make the character lonely?  Provide evidence. If anything, what could the character do to no longer be lonely?
· Justify why you believe that George should or should not have killed Lennie in the end of the novel.  First explain why you think he did it. (Provide evidence for your claim(s).) Then, justify your opinion of why you feel this was a right or wrongful act.
· Who is you favorite character in the book?  Who is your least favorite character in the book?  Explain your response in detail and provide textual evidence to support your ideas about their personalities.
· Do you think that, had Lennie not killed Curley’s wife, Lennie, George, and Candy would have been able to fulfill their dream of owning and working their own land?  Give specific reasons for your response.
· Look through the passages you annotated in your book.  Select two passages that you think are the most important and copy them down. Then explain how they capture the central idea of the story.  Provide a detailed explanation that involves setting, character, and/or theme.
· Construct a thematic statement that explains what you feel this story is about.  A thematic statement includes the topic the novel addresses (e.g. friendship, loneliness, dreams, etc.) and the author’s opinion about how this topic relates to humankind and/or society. Then, explain how this thematic statement relates to the novel.
