
Classical Greek Civilization

Day One 

Journal Topic

“Man by nature is a political animal; it is in his nature to live in a state.”

   --Aristotle

Class Outline

Geography


Rugged terrain, mountains, isolated settlements become city states


Excellent harbors encompassed seafaring

The Lost History and Rediscovered History


Minoan Civilization
2600 BC - 1450 BC



Crete
1st Civilization


Mycenaean Civilization



Became the subject of Homer’s Poems



The Trojan War: Beauty vs. Truth



Frequent warfare led to a Dark Age in Greece


Hellenic Civilization 



Hellas: The Greek name for their country



Greeks were open to new ideas in order to improve their lives 




From the lost civilizations they learned . . .





navigation, metal working and pottery making




From Egypt they learned . . .





geometry, engineering and medicine




From Phoenicians they learned . . .





navigation and the alphabet




From Lydians they adopted . . .





coinage



The Greeks created a style of art and thought, Classical, that emphasized 

order and simplicity.


Religion



Polytheistic, more than 1,000 gods



The Oracle of Delphi was the most celebrated oracle, the message from 

Apollo




oracles predicted the future



Mt. Olympus, where the gods lived



The gods have human qualities



Zeus, king of the gods


Homer



Foundation to Literature



Contribution to the Heroic Age




nobility of spirit




bravery and skill in combat




honor, pride, intelligence, craftiness (Trojan Horse)


The Bards



Traveling story tellers helped maintain the culture and heroic ethic.


Dark Age 1100 BC -



Savage and barbaric time brought on by warfare among Mycenaean 

kingdoms.



Tribal kings give way to non hereditary rulers for fixed terms


Leading City States



Argos




dated back to the Trojan War



Corinth



Sparta



Athens


Polis: City State



Citizenship limited to property owning men




Rights




Responsibilities



Greek tradition of citizens serving in the government and defending 

freedom while upholding slavery.


Acropolis: High city as a defense and held religious significance


Agora: Marketplace


Political Development in Athens



Monarchy



Aristocracy



Oligarchy



Draconian (Draco’s Code, 621 BC ) Harsh rules laid out by Draco, chosen 

by the aristocracy to create law and order at a difficult time.



Democracy




Solon (630? - 560? BC): Athenian poet and statesman who 



introduced reforms to Athens. Aristocrats chose him on 



account of his excellent reputation to solve single handedly 



the political and social problems facing Athens.





Reforms (Beginning in 594 BC)






1. Cancelled debt of the poor






2. Slavery for debt was considered illegal






3. All citizens could serve as jurors






4. Increased power to the middle and lower classes






5. Economic policies to boost the Athenian economy



Tyrant: a ruler who gains power




Peisistratus (546 BC): Had support from farmers and city dwellers 



but was opposed by many in the aristocracy

 




1. Improved the water supply






2. Gave land to farmers and gave them loans

· 


3. Built public buildings and fountains to help make 


Athens a center of Greek culture.



Cleisthenes (c. 570 - ? BC): Created the Council of 500 (508 BC)






1. All who could vote could serve on the council






2. The council dealt with all issues, foreign and 




domestic






3. All legislation was open to debate and all male 




citizens voted. 






4. The city state was divided into 10 districts, 50 men 




of each district served on an advisory council



Ostracism: When 6000 votes were cast against a person, he would be 

forced to leave Athens for 10 years. This gave citizens more power.


Persian Wars



Battle of Marathon (490 BC): A small Greek army easily defeated a larger 

Persian army under King Darius 25 miles from Athens; 6000 Persians 

were killed.



Battle of Thermopylae (480 BC): King Xerxes vowed to destroy Athens. 

Thermopylae is a narrow mountain pass that 300 Spartans and 700 other 

Greeks delayed a much larger Persian force. Once past Thermopylae, 

Persians burned the city Athens. Athenians fled to the island of Salamis.



Battle of Salamis (480 BC): Themistocles organized a defending navy of 

380 ships against Xerxes force of about 800 large warships. Greeks 

outwitted the Persians by drawing them into narrow straight between 

Salamis and the mainland. The Greek ships rammed enemy hulls and 

sheared off enemy oars, The Persian navy lost its maneuverability and 

filled the straight. The Persian navy was destroyed while Xerxes watched.



Battle of Plataea (479 BC): Greeks forced out what was left of the Persian 

army out of Greece.

The Delian League (478-431 BC)



The Golden Age of Athenian Democracy/Age of Pericles:



Greece now had the strongest naval presence in the eastern 

Mediterranean.  It formed a confederation to protect it from the Persian 

threat. Athens became wealthy and powerful.




Pericles (495-429 BC): Athens leading statesman made the Delian 


League into an Athenian Empire. He promoted Athens as the center 


of arts and learning.




Democratic Reforms





1. Government jobs open to all classes and salaries to 



government positions.  Duties of government done by 



ordinary people.  Officials chosen by lot and ould hold on to 



the job for no more than two terms.





2. Citizenship was still prized; 10%of population; parents had 



to be Athenian.





3.  Direct Democracy: a from of government where all 



citizens can participate first hand.  They met 40 times a year 



to debate, vote and make laws.





4.  Rebuilt the city of Athens and strengthened its defenses.  



Athens became the cultural and political center of the 



Mediterranean.



Greek Culture




Idea of Moderation (The Golden Mean): each person should be 


well-rounded; a life without excess; anything worth doing is worth 


doing well




Art: models are followed to this day; painters and 


sculptors depicted men as unflawed, beautiful, dignified but without 


emotion.




Architecture: simplicity of form; mathematical proportion; harmony 


with natural surroundings; Doric, Ionic, Corinthian columns; most 


famous example--the Parthenon




Literature: 





History






Herodotus (484-425 BC): The Father of History,







History of the Persian Wars; it included legends 





and ancient stories in his accounts.






Thucydides (471-400 BC): Peloponnesian War; 







it had no myths or supernatural explanation for 





events.





Poetry






Homer (700s BC): Iliad and Odyssey the most 




celebrated Works, revealed Greek high standards of 




courage and honor






Sappho: Her poetry celebrated friendship and love





Drama: Tragedy explored human problems.






Sophocles (496-406 BC): Oedipus Rex and Antigone 




are still performed today; drama began as part of a 




religious festival, the first actor was named 




Thespis--the origin of the word Thespian





Math/Engineering






Pythagoras (580-497 BC): Believed the universe was 




arranged by mathematical laws; he studied music, 




astronomy and math to discover universal principles.  




He is remembered for his theorem about the 




relationship between the sides of a right angle.





Science






Thales: the earliest scientist and philosopher from 




Greek city state.  Since all living things require water, 




water must be the basic element in nature.






Democritus (late 5th century BC): nature must be 




made up of tiny atoms, particles that cannot be 




divided.





Medicine






Hippocrates (460-377 BC): Taught doctors to find the 




cause of disease as opposed to blaming it on the 




gods; doctors still uphold his high standards by 




swearing to the Hippocratic Oath.





Philosophy






Sophists: Young, ambitious men traveled from city to 




city teaching speech, grammar, poetry, gymnastics, 




mathematics and music.  People were persuaded that 




the sophists teach them to make good laws, speak 




well and reason and not what favored the aristocracy.  




Sophists also argued that gods could not exist.






Socrates (470-399 BC) : Critical of the sophist 





question, “How can I succeed in politics?” but, 





“How should I live my life?” He left no writings, 





his lessons preserved by student Plato







Socratic Method: question--answer approach 





reveals a limit to understanding. “What one 





thinks he knows but does not.” Such 





questioning appeared to question the authority 





of god, parents and the state.







The death of Socrates 399 BC--he freely stood 





trial, refused exile and freely drank hemlock 





while calmly talking to friends.






Plato (427-347 BC)







The Dialogues preserve the teachings of 





Socrates in conversations with two or more 





people.  







The Republic: a discussion about the ideal 





state “There will be no end to the troubles of 





the states, or indeed,...of humanity itself, till 





philosophers become kings in the world.” 





Philosopher kings--being wise and unselfish, 





trained to rule, would act for the good of all.







Platonism- Theory of Forms: transcendent 





perfect archetypes and everyday imperfect 





copies







Platonic thought profoundly influenced western 





philosophic development






Aristotle (384-322 BC): a student of all discipline, the 





founder of biology, wrote about a wide range of 





topics. He influenced philosophy and science 





for centuries to come.  







Poetics: examined what made plays good or 





bad.  
Rhetoric: outlines how one should 





organize a speech.  Politics: surveyed the 





various forms of government and what the 





benefits and 
responsibilities are for the citizen 





under each form.


Peloponnesian War (431-404 BC) Sparta feared Athens’ power and its 
domination of the Delian League, Sparta having its own allies formed the 
Peloponnesian League

	Sparta
	Athens

	Peloponnesian League
	Delian League

	army
	navy

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



The Peloponnesian War lasted 27 years and was a tragedy for all of Greece.


City-states fought over democracy or aristocratic rule.  Democracy declined 
amidst the war.


Macedonian



King Philip (became kind of Macedonia in 359 BC): strong leader of the 

north, won support from those who opposed Athens. Quarreling among 

the city-states aided Philips’ victory against Athenian forces. The Greeks 

lost their independence in 338 BC.



Alexander the Great (356-323 BC) In 336 BC, 20 year old Alexander 

became king. Learned military skill from his father, appreciation of Greek 

culture from Aristotle and scientific curiosity.  He aspired the heroic deeds 

found in the Iliad and the Odyssey.  His goal, to defeat the Persian 

empire. the Phoenicians and Egypt.  Conquered the known world to the 

east. In 323 BC he died of a fever.



Alexander introduced the Hellenistic Age.



Division of Empire--His generals could not hold the empire Alexander 

created.




1. Ptolemaic kingdom of Egypt: Alexandria, the center of learning. 


    500,000 works in its famed library.




2. Seleucid Empire to the East




3. Pergamon Empire in Asia Minor




4. Macedonia-Greece



Advances in Science




Euclid - organized existing knowledge of geometry into a logical 


science




Eratosthenes - using geometry estimated the distance of the Earth




Aristarchus - argued that planets revolved around the sun. He was 


a mathematician and an astronomer.




Archimedes - the principles of lever and pulley; natural laws for 


calculating weight and water



Hellenistic Philosophy - turns from man in community to the individual




Epicureanism - the happy life has the least pain and anxiety; don’t 


give into emotions; seek simple pleasures instead of wealth power 


and fame because these cause anxiety




Stoicism (most influential) - emphasized dignity self-control and 


reason; accept what life brings and live virtuously; in time, this 


philosophy reflected indifference to pain and pleasure and 


emphasized the unity of all people; this philosophy will be 


embraced by the Romans


