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In Macbeth, Shakespeare illustrates how difficult it is to see one’s true personality and motives, as words and actions easily disguise true intentions. 

As Macbeth is driven solely by his ambition, he and his wife warmly invite Duncan into their home, with the intentions of murdering him. Duncan is completely convinced by their welcoming gestures and even praises Lady Macbeth for being so selfless and hospital. He is completely oblivious to the true nature of the situation and buys their act entirely. Through comforting and appealing words, Macbeth is able to lure Duncan into a false sense of sheer comfort and well-being.

Similarly, Lady Macbeth pretends to be a woman of weakness and distress to conceal both her and her husband’s guiltiness of murder. When Macbeth reveals that he was the one that murdered the guards, Lady Macbeth pretends to be weak and faint to mere attention and suspicion away from Macbeth. She purposely distracts Banquo and Macduff, by shifting the focus from Macbeth to her. Thus, her and her husband are able to liberate themselves from conviction, as she appears to be too delicate and frail to handle such harshness.

Malcolm also pretends to be an immoral man to test Macduff’s motives. Because he is doubtful of Macduff’s character, Malcolm pretends to be violent and greedy, qualities that deem him unfit to be the king of Scotland. Macduff is thus, appalled and devastated by the man Macduff claims to be, ultimately passing Malcolm’s test of loyalty. Thus, by concealing his true self, Malcolm protects not only his own safety, but the well-being of Scotland. 



