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Space: The Final Frontier


	July 4th, 1997 was a great day for America.  Not only did                 Americans celebrate their freedoms, but for something that took place millions of miles away.  That something was the Mars Pathfinder, an unmanned probe sent to land on the surface of Mars.  At 10 a. m. the Mars Pathfinder touched down on the red planet and quickly began sending pictures back to Earth.  There was so much excitement to see the latest pictures coming into the Pathfinder website that it became “one of the most popular sites in the history of the World Wide Web” (Wagner 28).  The credit for this excitement goes to NASA – The National Aeronautics and Space Administration.  In recent years those against NASA have attacked the agency saying it is useless, ineffective, and a waste of tax-payer dollars.  Other attacks have questioned the monetary expenditure of the program saying the tax dollars given to NASA could be better spent solving problems here on Earth.  However, 
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