Much Ado About Nothing by William Shakespeare

Act II, scenes i-iii

Don Pedro and Beatrice:

She seems to tell him the truth—even when it is painful.

Don Pedro:


“Will you have me, lady?”
Beatrice:


“No. my lord, unless I might have another for working-days; your grace is too costly to wear every day. But, I beseech your grace, pardon me; I was born to speak all mirth and no matter” (II.i).

1. What does Don Pedro mean when he asks, “Will you have me?”
2. Beatrice says “no,” because Don Pedro is “too costly to wear every day.” What does Beatrice mean?
Hint: Would she have to change her behavior if she was going to be a prince’s wife? Explain.
Don Pedro: 

“Your silence most offends me, and to be merry best becomes you; for, out of question, you were born in a merry hour.” 
Beatrice:


“No, sure, my lord, my mother cried; but then there was a star danced, and under that was I born” (II.i).

1. Don Pedro tells Beatrice playfully that since she is so merry—so happy and playful with her speech—that she must have been born “in a merry hour.” But Beatrice says that she wasn’t.
Beatrice says that her mother did what? 

2. What does this response suggest?

3. What does it mean that a “star danced?”
4. Why is this information so important in helping us understand Beatrice and her feelings about men?

Act III, scene i 

Beatrice:       

              “…I will requite thee,

Taming my wild heart to thy loving hand.

If thou dost love, my kindness shall incite thee

To bind our loves up in a holy band.

For others say thou dost deserve, and I

Believe it better than reportingly” (III.i.).
1. What is unrequited love?


2. What then is requited love?




3. Beatrice says that she will “tame” her wild heart to Benedick’s loving hand. What does she mean? What does this statement imply?





4. What does Beatrice mean when she suggests that she would like Benedick “To bind our loves up in a holy band?”

Act IV, scenes i-ii

Hero’s Wedding Day! 

Friends and family attacking and defending her...Are appearances all that matter, if you are a woman?

 “There Leonato, take her back again. 

Give not this rotten orange to your friend.

She’s but the sign and semblance of her honor” (IV.i).

1. You probably know the verb, “to resemble;” what do you think it means when Claudio says that Hero is just a “semblance of her honor?”




2. Why does Claudio call Hero a “rotten orange”?





3. When Claudio says to Leonato, “take her back again,” is he treating Hero like an object? Explain your answer.

Don Pedro:
“What should I speak?
I stand her dishonour’d , that have gone about  / To link my dear friend to a common stale.”

What is Don Pedro’s argument?


Why does Leonato wish for his only child’s death?


“O Fate, take not away thy heavy hand!
Death is the fairest cover for her shame

That may be wished for” (IV.i).

What is Leonato arguing?

“Do not live, Hero; do not ope thine eyes:

For did I think thou wouldst not quickly die,

Thought I thy spirits were stronger than thy shames,

Myself would, on rearward of reproaches, Strike at thy life.”

What is Leonato arguing?

“Would the two princes lie, and Claudio lie.

Who loved her so, that, speaking of her foulness,

Wash’d it with tears? Hence from her! Let her die.”

What is Leonato arguing?
“If  they speak but truth of her,

These hands shall tear her…”

What is Leonato arguing?


Leonato :


“...why she, O she, is fall’n

Into a pit of ink, that the wide sea

Hath drops too few to wash her clean again,

And salt too little which may season give

To her foul tainted flesh!” (IV.i).

1. Leonato says that Hero is so marked or stained by her shameful behavior that what?





2. Leonato also says that Hero’s body is like “foul tainted flesh.” What does this description imply?

Beatrice:       


“O, that I were a man! What, bear her in hand until they come to take hands, and then, with public accusation, uncovered slander, unmitigated rancor--O God, that I were a man! I would eat his heart in the marketplace” (IV.i)

1. Why does Beatrice wish to be a man?

2. Why is it significant that she would get her revenge in the marketplace?

3. What does Beatrice’s desire to be a man reveal about Beatrice? Does she feel satisfied with the society in which she lives?
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