Beowulf: Active Reading
As you read Beowulf, read actively and critically, annotating the text as you go or using sticky notes or, at the very least, underlining important passages. This will make answering the questions a breeze and will also help a lot when it comes time to reviewing for quizzes, the final test, Socratic seminar and any writing assignments. 

Pay particular attention to the following aspects of the epic poem:
Historical background—i.e. anything that supports what you know about the historical background; anything that provides cultural and social context.
· Germanic tribes’ lifestyle 

· Germanic tribes’ value system

· Paganism and Christianity

· Belief in fate

Character traits, conflicts, development, relationships between characters
Poetic Devices—in general and those that are particular to Anglo-Saxon poetry 
Stock epithets

Kennings

Alliteration

Repetition of Sounds

Repetition of Words/Phrases

Metaphors, similes, analogies, symbols

Rhythm=caesura and enjambment

Ambiguities, ironies, contradictions—this may be most seen in the relationship between heroes and monsters and in their religious beliefs
