AP US Government and Politics




          
Unit 6: Executive (35-45%- all three branches)

Sabato and O’Connor: Chapter 8

Unit Terms: KNOW, LOVE, & UNDERSTAND
· Presidential paradox: obstacles to success (Congress; Bureaucracy; Supreme Court)

· Bully Pulpit: techniques of presidential persuasion

· Presidential vetoes: regular; pocket; line item

· Aspects and examples of the Imperial Presidency

· Formal and Informal Sources of Presidential Power (Article II)

· War Powers Act

· Congressional Impoundment Act

· Executive Organization: White House Office; Cabinet; Executive Office, etc.

· Congressional oversight and limits on Presidency

· Electoral College

· Senatorial Courtesy; Senate power over treaties; Confirmations

· Cases: US v. Nixon

· Executive orders; executive agreements; executive privilege; pardons

· Economic influence: CEA and OMB

· President and the Prime Minister: differences 

· Impeachment

· Importance of White House Office (Staff)

· Vice President and presidential succession

· Different powers of president: party; legislator; diplomat; judicial; commander in chief, etc.

· Presidential power and public opinion
Unit Concepts: KNOW THEM, LOVE THEM, REGURGITATE THEM

Your options: choose one of the following

1) Provide a brief writing outline for each; 2) Write a short-answer essay for each. 

1. While the Founding Fathers deliberately limited the powers of the president in Article II, recent presidents have expanded their constitutional powers through both formal and informal ways in order to affect national policy.

a. Explain how George W. Bush has expanded the powers of the executive office through his use of both formal and informal powers in order to affect national policymaking. 

b. Be specific in your examples of policy and powers.

2. Discuss the idea of the “Imperial President”

a. How has this increased/decreased over time.

b. What explanation can be made for this phenomenon.

3. The concept of “divided government in the United States means that one political party controls the executive branch while another controls the legislative branch.  This poses a problem for the President in making appointments to federal offices. [FR2002]

a. Describe two problems that divided government poses for the President in making federal appointments.

b. Identify and explain two ways Presidents try to overcome the problems as described in (a).


