Introduction to the Federal Court System
Write your opinion to the following question: Should school officials have the right to search your property? Why or why not? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

New Jersey vs. T.L.O., 1985 

T.L.O. and a friend were caught in a bathroom smoking in 1980.  The two were taken to the principal's office where her friend confessed, but T.L.O. denied smoking all together.  The principal searched T.L.O.'s purse finding a pack of cigarettes, rolling papers, a pipe, marijuana, large wad of dollar bills, and notes talking about deals she had made.  The police and parents were notified and she later confessed in the Police Station to selling marijuana on campus.


Juvenile courts sentenced her to a year's probation until the NJ State Supreme Court appealed the decision claiming T.L.O.'s 4th and 14th Amendment right were violated so the evidence could not be used against her nor could her confession since it was based upon the illegal search: the Exclusionary Rule.  No warrant was obtained with probable cause and the evidence was not in plain view.  Case was then reviewed by the Supreme Court.

Directions: After reading the case above, write two arguments for New Jersey and two arguments for T.L.O. An example for each is shown below.

	Arguments For New Jersey


	Arguments For T.L.O.



	-School officials act for the parents of students: do not need a warrant to make searches or seizures of evidence

-

-
	-Public school officials are employees of the state, not representatives of parents; no right to as so.

-

-


The amendments used in this case:
· 4th Amendment: Protection from illegal ___________and Seizures (Right to be secure)

· Must have ___________ to search based on probable cause

· 14th Amendment: Rights of ​​​​​__________, Guaranteed ____ __________

· Due process not followed, incriminating evidence ____________.

Wrap-Up Questions; 

What happens when you commit a crime?
Who determines justice?
What is fair?
Was justice established in T.L.O.'s case?
How is justice established in our Government?  Which branch?

