Article 1 – The Legislative Branch

The Legislative Department is the law-making branch of the Federal Government. It is also called Congress. The Constitution gives the Legislature the power to make laws. Congress is made up of two houses, the Senate and the House of Representatives. There are 100 Senators and 435 Representatives. These Senators and Representatives are elected from all fifty states. The decision to have a two-house congress was made by the Great Compromise. The number of Representatives in the House is based on the number of people, or population, in each state. Today, all residents from the state are counted to determine representation and direct taxes for each state. Originally enslaved persons were counted as three-fifths of a free person. Since the 14th Amendment was passed this is no longer the case. California has 53 representatives. That is more then any other state. 

House of Representatives 

Here are the requirements for being a Representative in the House. A member must be at least twenty-five years old. S/he must be an inhabitant (resident) of the state in which he or she was elected. There can be no more then one representative for every thirty thousand people in each state. The House chooses its Speaker and other officers when it meets. 

Senate


The Senate has 100 Senators. That’s two for each state. Each senator can serve six years in office. One out of every three senators completes his or her term every two years. That’s why we elect senators every two years. A senator must be at least thirty-five years old and must have been a citizen for at least nine years. Senators must also be residents of the state they are elected from. The Vice President of the U.S. is the President of the Senate. But s/he only votes then there is a tie. 


Lawmaking

The main job of Congress is to discuss ideas, called bills, and decide whether to make them into laws. Bills usually start in the House. A committee who has studied a bill presents it to all Representatives for their review. The Representatives then decide if the bill is worthy of becoming a law. They talk about the bill for a long time. They may make changes to it. They may even decide to keep it the way it is. Then, they vote on it. If one more than half of the Representatives approve it then they send it to the Senate for approval. 


The Senators look over the bill and discuss it. When both the House and Senate have approved a bill, it goes to the President for approval. The President will sign the bill if s/he approves it or refuse to sign it and the bill does not become a law. This is called a veto. If the President vetoes a bill it can either be changed or debated again in congress or die forever. If the President ignores the bill for more then 10 days, it becomes a law anyway. 

Powers of Congress

· Collect taxes – some taxes are used to help build highways and pay for school. 

· To borrow money on the credit of the United States.

· Print Money – The National Government is in charge of printing all of the money in the United States!

· Establish post offices – Post offices are responsible for delivering our mail. Imagine what it would be like without them. 

· Declare war

· Provide and maintain the military – Congress makes sure that armies protect our nation. 

· Commerce – to regulate trade with foreign nations, states, and Native Americans. 

Article 1 of the Constitution also includes the Elastic Clause. It says that allows future generations to expand the meaning of the Constitution. Congress can take action on issues not mentioned in the Constitution. There are also powers that are denied to congress. Congress cannot violate the Habeas Corpus. This means that they cannot be held in jail without being charged for a crime. Congress cannot tax the people without their consent or give people titles of nobility or special treatment because of their connections to the government. States are not allowed to make their own treaties with other countries, or tax imported goods. They also cannot create their own armies in times of peace. 

