Name: ______________________

Period: _______

Philosopher John Locke 
Directions: Find out how John Locke’s ideas about government relate to the United States:
Column 1: Underline what you think is important (At least four)

Column 2: Summarize in the margin to the right what you underlined (At least four)

Column 3: Write how Locke’s ideas relate to the United States (At least four)

	READ & UNDERLINE

   John Locke (1632-1704) was born shortly before the English Civil War. Locke studied science and medicine at Oxford University and became a professor there. He sided with the Protestant Parliament against Roman Catholic King James II in the Glorious Revolution of 1688-89. This event reduced the power of the king and made Parliament the major authority in English government.
   In 1690, Locke is published his Two Treaties of Government. First, Locke argued that natural rights such as life, liberty, and property existed in the state of nature and could never be taken away or even voluntarily given up by individuals. These rights were “inalienable” (impossible to surrender). Locke argues that the people needed a social contract with the sovereign in order for the government to be legitimate.
   According to Locke, the natural rights of individuals limited the power of the king. The king did not hold absolute power. The king acted only to enforce and protect the natural rights of people. If a sovereign violated these rights, the social contract was broken and the people had the right to revolt and establish a new government.

   Although, Locke spoke out of freedom of thought, speech, and religion, he believed property to be the most important natural right. He declared that owners may do whatever they want with property as long as they do not invade the rights of others.

   Locke favored a representative government. He wanted representatives to be only men of property and business. Consequently, only the adult male property owners should have the right to vote. Locke was reluctant to allow the property less masses of people to participate in government because he believed that they were unfit.

   The supreme authority of government, Locke said should reside in the law-making legislature, like England’s parliament. The executive and courts would be creations of the legislature and under its authority.
	SUMEMARIZE WHAT YOU UNDERLINED
	HOW DOES LOCKE’S IDEAS RELATE TO THE U.S.?


We hold these Truths to be self-evident, that all Men are created equal, that the are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights that among these are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness – That to secure these Rights: Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just Powers from the Consent of the Governed, that whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these Ends it is the Right of the People to alter or abolish it, and to institute new Government…

The Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776 - Thomas Jefferson
What ideas did Thomas Jefferson borrow from John Locke when he wrote the Declaration of Independence?
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