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Serrania 

Another spectacular Serrania Fun Fair comes to a close, and this year’s 
festival was bigger and better than ever! Way to go Serrania Families!!!  

As always, this year’s fun fair featured exciting games, prizes and fun for 
all, but the true highlight of the day was seeing our Serrania community 
come together as one. It was wonderful seeing families having a great 
day out while being able to give back and support our school. Clearly, 
we’re very fortunate to live in such a caring and compassionate          
community – a place where our teachers and staff have a deep             
understanding and commitment to bettering our children’s educational 
experience.  



 

 

PRINCIPAL’S CORNER By Theresa Wedaa, Principal 

Common Core Summer 

Summer is finally here and everyone is looking forward to some well deserved fun and 
relaxation. At the same time, many of you are already thinking about next year – and 
one of the most frequently asked questions I’m being asked focuses on our upcoming 
transition to the ‘Common Core’ educational standard, what it is, and how they might 
help their children prepare for the new year? While an important change, put simply, 
the new Common Core State Standards are about teaching children to explain their 
thinking. To prepare, there are three questions you can routinely ask your children are: 
Can you explain it to me in two different ways? How do you know? What is your        
evidence? 
This year, teachers began focusing on having students answer ‘text’ dependent        
questions by using additional evidence from any / all available ‘text’ resources to       
explain their thinking. As a parent you need to know that with respect to the Common 
Core standard, a “text” resource can be a book, magazine, movie, radio broadcast, 
YouTube video, history channel show, or virtually any reliable information source. To 
help your child prepare for this new approach, as you encourage them to complete their 
30 minutes of daily reading, try reading the same book along with them and asking 

them questions at the end of each chapter. How would they summarize the story? Can they explain how the characters 
are reacting to the challenges they’re facing? What is the author trying to tell the reader?  What are the specific words/
sentences that lead them to those answers? In the event that the book has been made into a movie, try asking your child 
to talk about the specific differences. Encourage them to cite specific examples. Or, after seeing a movie, discuss its plot, 
characters and themes in detail. Even fun, casual conversations can help your kids begin to adapt their thinking to begin 
using specific examples to support their ideas and add detail to their explanations. 
As an example, my son saw Spiderman2 recently, and after the movie I asked him a series of questions: ‘Can you      
summarize the movie?’ ‘Were there any new characters introduced?’ ‘How did they impact the story?’ ‘How is this     
version of Spiderman different from that presented in your comic books?’ ‘What were the changes that the             
screenwriter/director made?’ ‘Do you agree with those changes?’ ‘Why or why not?’ While he enjoyed talking about a 
favorite subject, the real goal was is to encourage him to practice being to both answer AND explain his thinking. 
This same thinking is also being applied to the study of mathematics. This year, teachers began focusing on students 
persisting in their problem solving and expanding their ability to explain their thinking. Though a relativity new         
approach, there are a couple of easy ways to work this into your summer plans.  When you prepare for your next BBQ, 
ask your child to help plan the shopping.  If you’re expecting 12 adults and 15 children at the party, what will you need 
to buy? If you know that on average, each adult eats .50 pounds of hamburger and a child eats .25 pounds, how much 
meat should be purchased? What about buns, catsup, mustard, and relish? What if we serve hot dogs? Will that change 
the amount of hamburgers you buy?  Are you planning to serve chips, dip, corn, and salad? How much would be      
needed? Another example of applying logical thinking and math skills in the real world might come during a long     
driving trip. Rather than relying on Google maps, try getting out some old-fashioned paper maps and work with your 
child to calculate distances, expected mileage, total trip time, and the impact of changes you might make to your route.  

Applying problem solving skills to real life questions helps make bring their studies alive and working together to      
prepare for an important event or plan for an exciting vacation can be fun way to get to know one another other in new 
and different ways. Lastly, it is certain to help them develop essential life skills. 
Change can be difficult, and the transition to the ‘Common Core’ standard is sure to present a number of challenges 
even as it adds a significant new dimension to the way students solve problems and answer questions. Working          
together, I know the Serrania family of teachers, students and families will make it a huge success!  

Kinder Play DatesKinder Play Dates  
Do you have a child or know a child starting Kindergarten at Serrania in          
August?  Come meet Principal Wedaa, current Kinder Families and new Kinder 
families at one or both of our Kinder Play Dates this Summer! 

Saturday, June 7th from 9-11 am in the Kinder yard at Serrania and Saturday, 
August 2nd from 9-11 am at Warner Center Park.  

We hope to see you there!   — kindergarten Welcome Team — 



 

 

As you know, it takes a village to accomplish most things of value, and the enthusiastic participation of 
so many volunteers at this year’s Fun Fair proved just that. While it’s obvious that planning and man-
aging an event as big and complex as our Fun Fair involves a great deal of effort, if you haven’t been a 
part of it, you might not fully appreciate the overwhelming time and dedication required to make it a 
success. So, many thanks are in order to everyone who helped make this event such a huge success!    

First, it’s important to recognize that none of this would have been done possible without the help of 
the Fun Fair committee. A big ‘Thank You’ goes out to Jen Cole, who made sure all the booths were 
staffed with volunteers; Adrianne Doty, who put on an amazing auction; Christine Pollick, who made 
sure all the pre-sale tickets were accounted for; Jeff Sturges and his amazing advertising strategies that 
put us on channel KCAL 9 News; and ‘Wonder Woman,’ Mrs. Shannon Hall, who amazed us all with 
her knowledge and willingness to help run everything with such effortless ease.  Thank you to each and 
every single one of you for dedicating so much time and energy to ensure things went so smoothly!  

Serrania is truly lucky to have so many wonderful people involved!  

Thank you to Manda Malaekeh and Amy Klosterman for all the signs and banners they made, and yes, you 
are all off the hook… until next year! 

Now on to the amazing food! For everyone who enjoyed the food at this year’s Fair, it’s important to know 
that thanks are due to Justin Berenbaum who led the BBQ for the 3rd year in a row with the help of Neil 
Manganaro this year.  

Were you able to get a picture of you and your family having fun at the Fair?  If you did, it was thanks to 
our very own, Jodye Alcon, who donated her time and resources to help us cre-
ate everlasting memories.  

Additional thanks go to Karen Solari for taking charge of the prize booth and 
making sure our kids got to take home all kinds of cool prizes and treasures. 

And amongst all the fun and games, someone had to be responsible for all the accounting and paperwork for the 
event. FOS has Lisa Hassas, Lauri Aud, and Wendy Salazar to thank for that. These women are responsible for the all 
important task of counting dollar after dollar for hours on end! 

The Fun Fair is not just a fundraiser, but also an opportunity for our community to come together, have some fun, and 
show their support.  And year after year, our teachers and staff have proven themselves to be amongst the most active 
supporters of Serrania – and wouldn’t have been possible without the support of;  Mr. & Mrs. Rodstein, who year after 
year, volunteer to run the ticket booth all day long!  And to Mrs. Ellis and Mrs. Sanchez, a sweet thank you for running 
the Snack Shack!  And of course, a very special thank you to Mrs. Wolff and her beautiful quilts she makes with her 
students – all of which were successfully auctioned off! 

One of the many highlights of the day was getting to see our teachers and principal at the Soak ‘n’ Wet!  While I’m sure 
many of you even took the opportunity to soak them, let’s just hope they don’t remember your face! Another big 
‘Thank You’ goes out to Mrs. Riley, Ms. Tenzer, Mrs. Wedaa, & Coach Justin for being such good sports and allowing 
us to soak you all!   

Thank you to all the staff who joined us at the fair – we really appreciate your support! 

This year, we were fortunate enough to have many community supporters.  Huge ‘thanks’ are due to Larry Klein and Camp Keystone who donat-
ed over $4,000 worth of inflatables!  Thank you also goes to Dr. To, who sponsored our prize booth, and a big thanks to Ameci’s Pizza, who 
sponsored our pizza and allowed us to advertise at their two Woodland Hills locations. Thank you to Wendy’s, Behavior Learning Center, and 
Angel Smile Dentist for your generous donations.  Thank you to American Kenpo Jiu Jitsu Academy for your ongoing support and generosity 
throughout the years.  Thank you to Eder Bean Face Art who donated his time and made sure everyone had beautiful art works displayed on 
their faces.  Thanks to Menchies of Woodland Hills, Wax Creation, Universal Airbrushing, The Rotary Club of Woodland Hills, State Farm, New 
York Life, Tutor Doctor, Upward Mobility Rock Climbing, Enola’s Kettle Corn and many others, who so graciously and generously showed their 
support. 

Lastly, I would like to thank every single parent volunteer who helped run the booths and made sure every child had fun.  Without your help, 
none of this would be possible. And I would like to thank the fun fair committee families who all had to take a back seat the the Fun Fair over the 
last few months. Thank you for your patience and support. 

I would like to personally thank everyone for allowing me to chair this amazingly fun event, and I look forward to next year!  

Thank you,,—Debi Shaolian - Fun Fair Chair— 



 

 

You will want to take a short walk around campus and see the terrific 

things about 80 student, parent, staff and community volunteers ac-

complished during our annual Big Sunday campus beautification 

event. In six short hours, this team planted about 50 new drought-

happy plants and trees, mixed organic soil/mulch into our planter 

areas and outdoor classroom, weeded, swept, added new chalk art on 

the playground and gave our school a happy clean-up. You will notice 

that a new Native American-themed mural is also be added by two Art 

Center College of Design students by the Quedo gate. At the event, we were joined by our City of 

Los Angeles Council Member Bob Blumenfield as well as Big Sunday Founder and Executive 

Director David Levinson. During the past four years, our Green Team and volunteers have add-

ed more than 100 new trees in and around our campus and more than 275 flowering shrubs. 

SERRANIA’S ANNUAL  BIG SUNDAY 

BEAUTIFICATION BRINGS SMILES  

Serrania Campus, a bare yard only 2 years ago. 

WOW! How far we have gone. 



 

 

Though many of you may not realize it, each year Serrania is home to a number of families that 
include members who’ve attended our school over several generations! Join us as we take a mo-
ment to highlight some of the families who have been part of the Serrania legacy for more than 45 
years! 

Jim Riley… 

Jim Riley was three months old when his family moved into a house just up the street from Serra-
nia – and today, nearly 47 years later his family still lives there! Looking back, Jim shared that 
some of his favorite childhood memories come from his time spent at Serrania. He recalls that on 
the north side of the school there was a farm with a barn and a donkey the kids named “George.” 
George would bray on and off all day long, and the children would have fun feeding him through 
the fence during lunch.  The campus back then was so open that the kids could even walk home 
for lunch!   

Some of the changes made to Serrania over the years since Jim first attended include our track 
and infield lawn, the ever growing number of plants and flowers, and the addition of safety pad-
ding under all of the play equipment, bars and ladders! Additionally, there was no air-
conditioning; so on really hot days the teachers would turn off the lights after lunch and let every-
one sit in the dark with their heads on the desks until they cooled off.  

Jim adds  “What hasn’t changed, and what I still appreciate so much about Serrania both past and 
present, is the effort and energy the teachers and staff invest in our students in the face of so 
many challenges.  I am a big fan of what they do to help students here.  I feel incredibly lucky to 
be able to say that my kids are Serrania kids too, and that the experience for them has been just as 
positive as my own!” 

Kieth Downey… 

Keith Downey has lived in this neighborhood his entire life! His parents moved out of LA to the 
valley in the early 50’s. Keith remembers Serrania back in the mid 60’s as a typical valley elemen-
tary school. Back then there was no grassy field, and all of the play areas were paved.  And while it 
might be hard for us to imagine today, the homes north of the campus hadn’t yet been developed.  
In addition to the mini-farm located near the teacher’s parking lot, there was an orchard along the 
back on Bascule.  Kieth also remembers that the head janitor ‘Al’ was a jazz pianist and would do 
concerts for the kids. Lastly, Keith adds “The students, yours truly included, actually worked in 
the cafeteria back then!” 

Thinking back, Kieth remembered a funny tradition the graduating (6th graders at that time) 
class would take part in near the end of each year was to wear over-sized white dress shirts and 
have their friends, classmates, and teachers autograph them as a memento of their time at Serra-
nia!  

Keith says “What I like best is the neighborhood feel to Serrania now that my kids are attending.  
It seems most of the parents care about the school and really want to make it better!” 

Kasey Drayton… 

Kasey is a 4th generation valley girl who originally lived in one of the only houses on Vanalden. 
Her family moved to Carlsbad for two years, but then returned to Woodland Hills, and Kasey be-
gan Serrania in the 3rd grade.  

Kasey remembers Serrania being a very small school with maybe 12-15 kids in a class. Kasey 
shared that she had Mrs. Dahl as her 3rd grade teacher, and when her son was in kinder last year, 
he told his mom he’d had a substitute named Mrs. Dahl. Surprised at the apparent coincidence, 
Kasey couldn’t resist coming back to check, and when she saw Mrs. Dahl she knew it was truly her 
favorite 3rd grade teacher… and almost cried!  “It was really cool seeing her again.”, Kasey said.
  

Some of the major changes that she has noticed is how much prettier the campus is today with all 
the trees and grass. She also recalls that while the outer bungalows were installed during her 5th 
grade year, there have been even more changes since she left… proof as to how fast the school 
continues to grow. Most importantly, Kasey also noted all the positive changes. “Now ,” Kasey 
says “there seems to be 100% more parent involvement and family friendly events which I love!” 

 The best part about being a family of generations Kasey says is “knowing my son will have a simi-
lar experience to mine, and feel safe and comfortable here. Back then I made many friends who I 
still keep in touch with to this day!” 

From Generation to Generation…  By Ilisa Pasternack 

Jim Riley,with his 5th grade teacher 

Mrs. Hopfinger  back  in 1980 

Kasey with Brittany Thompson and 

Mrs. Dahl at Serrania 
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Jim Riley with family  



 

 

Raising Happy  

Healthy Children 
By Ryan Rosen, Director, Camp Kinneret Summer Day Camp, campkinneret.com, @campk_ry,  

Volunteer Parent Seminar Series Facilitator  

 It’s never been easy to raise a child. And with all of this new technology, it is only getting more complicated. How much 
screen time is okay? Should I help them with homework? If I let them struggle, will they be able to get into college? 

There are over 3000 colleges in the United States. If your child wants to go to college, they will go. Somewhere. So don’t stress 
about them getting into the “right” college. Focus on the things you can control, like teaching them how to handle the chal-
lenges they will face through life. 

Start by getting enough sleep. Children ages 5 - 12, need 11 hours a night, younger children need 12-14 hours. When they don’t 
get enough sleep, children are more impulsive and ultimately score lower on tests. Parents need 7-8 hours a night. When they 
don’t get enough sleep, parents’ aren’t as patient either. 

Diet and exercise can have as much of an impact as sleep. Children need healthy fats in their diet like avocados, olive oil and 
nuts. They also need leafy greens and calcium. Children should get 60 minutes a day of exercise while adults need 30 minutes 
of cardio 5 days/week. 

Be mindful of how you interact with your child(ren). The little things matter and they pick up on how you are feeling. As long 
as you are doing the best with what you can control, you are one step closer to raising a happy, healthy child. 

 

A Year to Remember! A Year to Remember! Friends Of Serrania  Friends Of Serrania    
By Shannon Hall, FOS President 

With the 2013-2014 school coming to a close, we are happy to say that we’ve had another successful year managing the 

award-winning Accelerated Reader program.  Nearly 100% of the students of the school participated in the program, with 

nearly 10,500 quizzes being completed. A special congratulation goes to dedicated 5th grader, Serena Broome, who broke her 

record from last year and is likely to finish this year with nearly 800 points – a truly amazing accomplishment! A complete 

list highlighting individual student achievement will be posted on Serrania’s website. 

Be sure to complete all your quizzes and join us for a special year-end gathering where will celebrate the accomplishments of 

those who met their May 30th goal. 

To ensure that we continue our reading success, Accelerated Reader will be on campus again in the fall, and we are happy to 

announce that ‘quizzing’ will be available throughout the summer at our local Woodland Hills branch library from << Insert 

Dates >>.  Simply visit any computer at the library and log-in as you would at school.  Recognition for completed quizzes will 

be awarded when we return to school for the 2014-15 school year. The library is located at 22200 Ventura Boulevard. Library 

hours are: M/W 10 am - 8 pm, Tu/Th 12:30 pm – 8pm, F/Sa. 10am - 5:30pm (Closed Sunday). Please visit http://

www.lapl.org/branches/woodland-hills for additional information. 

Accelerated Reader is an FOS funded on-line reading comprehension program that develops fluency, vocabulary and a love 

of reading. Students read a book, take a quiz at school (or at our local library), and earn points redeemable for awards and 

prizes. Quizzes can be taken after school in room 4.  May 30 is our final point calculation.  

Please visit the Serrania Website for more information  at www.serraniaavenue.org 



 

 

Raising Happy  

Healthy Children 
By Ryan Rosen, Director, Camp Kinneret Summer Day Camp, campkinneret.com, @campk_ry,  

Volunteer Parent Seminar Series Facilitator  

A Year to Remember! A Year to Remember! Friends Of Serrania  Friends Of Serrania    
By Shannon Hall, FOS President 

What a Year! Friends of Serrania was organized 15 years ago to meet a need on campus: to raise money and fund 

areas that were no longer supported by LAUSD. The first money raised was used to buy air conditioning for the 

bungalow’s on the East side of our campus! Five years ago we funded most of the aides on campus, PE and        

technology upgrades. When we went charter, some of those items were now covered with charter money and we 

started funding enrichment classes like the MUSIC program. This year, with PTA no longer at Serrania, we took 

over as the only parent group on campus and incorporated not only fundraising efforts, but community events as 

well so that now we function as a well-rounded Parent Teacher Organization. (PTO) Our Board and committee 

chairs ran over 30 events/activities on campus this year and I am proud to say we raised over $100,000! This is 

more money than has been raised at Serrania in the 5 years I have been here! We hosted community events like ice 

skating, movie nights, restaurant nights, the Back to School BBQ, the Arts and Crafts night, the family dance and 

more! A huge thank you goes out to the Parents, Students and Staff that have supported and helped at each of our 

events. 

We could not have done it without the dedicated committee chairs that worked tirelessly to ensure that each       

activity was a success! A special thank you to the following committee chairs and of course to the parents that 

helped on each committee: 

Website - Marc Blaiwes, Newsletter – Orit Bonver, Tuesday packet collating – Melissa Mandyam and Ilisa            

Pasternak, Fun Fair – Debi Shaolian, Jen Cole and Adrianne Doty, Holiday and Valentine Gift Shops – Shannon 

Hall and Karen Solari, Book Fair – Jim Riley and Karen Solari, Pizza Tuesday – Neil Manjanaro, Jamba Juice 

Thursdays – Christine Guerra, Popsicle Friday – Karen Solari, Banner/Flyer Advertising – Debi Shaolian, Spirit 

Wear – Jim Riley, Halloween Arts and Crafts – Lisa Hassas and Lauri Aud, Parent Seminar Series – Andy Weiser, 

Back to School BBQ – Shannon Hall and Justin Barenbaum, Movie Nights – Shannon Hall and Lucia Downey, 

School Dance – Tammy O’Neal, Ice Skating – Tammy O’Neal, Toy Drive – Adrianne Doty, Food Drive – Jim Riley, 

Candy/Costume Drive – Yevette Peterson and Mary Cacciotti, Walkathon – Asia Mape and Shannon Hall,        

Spellathon – Karen Solari, Original Works Art Fundraiser – Yevette      Peterson, I Heart Serrania Drawing – Lisa   

Hassas and Lauri Aud, Shine on Serrania campaign – Amy Klosterman and Yevette Peterson, Box Tops – Lauri 

Aud, Restaurant Nights – Jen Cole, Ralphs script – Shannon Hall, Kinder 

Orientation – Asia Mape, Jen Cole and Debi Shaolian, School Tours – Asia 

Mape and Shannon Hall, Hospitality Ice Cream Parties – Marc Blaiwes, 

Teacher Appreciation Week – Amy Lichtenstein, Teacher Appreciation 

Lunch – Orit Bonver and Barrie Kirkwood, Birthday Marquee – Jeff 

Sturges, Green Team – Andy Weisser, Cutathon and Relay for Life –     

Yevette Peterson. 

At the time this article had to go to print, we didn’t know final numbers 

but calculated we would finish the year raising approximately $105,000. 

This is enough to continue the programs we funded this past year: PE 

coaches, MUSIC Program, Accelerated Reader, Dancing Classrooms,   

Phillips Counseling Services, and Green Team and offer more. The        

governing board and Principal Wedaa have asked us to fund a computer 

lab teacher, field trips, a new website, an intervention reading program, a 

typing program, and an intervention math program. It all looks within 

reach thanks to the generous support of parents and the successful year 

we have had! 

   Together  

we do great things! 



 

 

Lia Hassas and Emily Aud – Mrs. Hakobian’s class 

Throughout the 6 years that we have been at Serrania, we have had an   

awesome time.  We look back at our yearbooks and laugh at the funny   

photos. We still have memories of our first day of school and remember 

how nervous we were. When Emily and I first met we instantly started  

talking about random topics that lasted for a very long time. When it was 

time for recess and lunch we always played together and had lots of fun 

doing funny dances and talking to other kids. Since we were best friends 

from first to fifth grade we have been to field trips together and had a 

great time. We both love Serrania and hope that anyone who  

comes here will have a great experience like we did! 

 

Francesca Solari- Mrs. Rodstein’s class 

During the six years of my life, Serrania was the place to learn, play, and have a lot of fun.    

Serrania was one of the best times of my life. I met my best friend here, and I have good 

grades. The best part is I enjoy to draw and decided to be an art teacher in the future. My life 

changed in the fifth grade when I discovered everything was more difficult than I expected. 

There are two events at Serrania that gave me the confidence to grow without this panic any 

more. The first event was the Catalina Field Trip. It was the best trip of my life! It was so 

much fun. We had rules, but we had the opportunity to experience nature and learn about 

Marine mammals and fish. We had the great gift to see two bald eagles nesting and real      

bison. I dissected a squid and took great photos under water while snorkeling in the sea. The 

second event was the cut-A-thon. At the beginning when I heard about it, I did not under-

stand the meaning of cutting your hair for a cause. My hair was always so important to me 

and when they asked me I said no because I felt they will be cutting part of my body; my en-

tire life. But everything changed when I heard the whole story of how cancer affects kids and 

women. This was the first time that I realized that with my hair I would make someone happy 

- and I did it!. I’m still happy with my decision. It was the best decision of my life! I am no 

longer scared or afraid of 5th grade. It was a wonderful year and I love my teachers too! 

Evan Clark – Mrs. Sperber’s class 

My name is Evan and my experience here at Serrania was amazing! From Kindergarten 

through fifth I still think back on the things that I did or was taught. Sometimes I wish I could 

go back and revisit those memories. The teachers at Serrania are very nice and always try to 

keep the students happy.  I have also met some of the nicest people that became my best 

friends. The thing that I most remember is the Catalina Trip. If you are currently in fourth 

grade and are looking forward to fifth grade, trust me it is way more fun than you will imag-

ine!  So far, 5th grade has been the most fun out of all the grades. I think Serrania will have 

the most memories and will have a place in my mind forever! 

Our 5th Graders Shine! By Ilisa Pasternack 

It’s hard to believe the year is coming to a close and that our 5th graders will soon be celebrating their final 

days at Serrania! As their culmination fast approaches, we asked several of our graduating students to share 

their thoughts and memories of their time here at Serrania. 


