Tips for Analyzing Poetry
1. Read the poem several times (and out loud if possible).

2. Write notes in the margins (keep in mind that every word in poetry is critical).

3. Look up any words you do not understand. 

4. Consider the historical background of the poem/biography of the poet.

5. Determine the speaker and intended audience.

6. Is there any repetition? If so, how might this be significant?
7. Is the poet trying to reach certain senses?

8. Are there any contrasts? (Ex. light vs. dark)

9. Do you recognize any allusions to other literature/art, etc. 

10. What images are evoked? Is there a pattern?

11. Are there any similes, metaphors, symbols, or other types of figurative language?

12. Scan the poem for meter. 

13. Is there a patterned rhymed scheme?

14. What is the poet’s or speaker’s attitude toward the subject matter/what is the tone of the poem?
15. Consider themes/issues.

