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Hyperbole is an exaggerated statement used to heighten effect.

FOR A HOPI SILVERSMITH

he has gathered the windstrength
from the third mesa
into his hand

and cast it into silver

i have wanted to see

the motion of wind

for a long time

thank you

for showing me

Joy Harjo

Exercise 1 HYPERBOLE

A hyperbole stretches the truth and isn't expected to be taken seriously. It is used to emphasize an
important point.

1. Has the silversmith actually captured the motion of the wind in his work?

2. Is such a feat possible?

3. What has he done?

4. What is the purpose of the hyperbole in this poem?
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O, MY LUVE IS LIKE A RED RED ROSE

O, my luve is like a red, red rose,

That's newly sprung in June.
O, my luve is like the melodie,

That's sweetly play'd in tune.
As fair art thou, my bonie lass,

So deep in luve am I,
And I will luve thee still, my dear,

Till a' the seas gang dry.
Till a' the seas gang dry, my dear,

And the rocks melt wi' the sun!
And I will luve thee still, my dear,

While the sands o' life shall run.
And fare thee weel, my only luve,

And fare thee weel a while!
And I will come again my luve,

Tho' it were ten thousand mile!

Robert Burns

Find the hyperboles in this poem by Robert Burns. You should find at least four.

Exercise3 HYPERBOLE

Hyperboles can be fun! Write two hyperboles to complete eacli of the following lines.
1. The new mall is so huge...

2. My dog is so smart...

3. 1 worked so hard...

4. My mother is so observant...

5.1 ranso fast...

6. The movie was so bad...
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