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Assessment criteria

	Criterion
	Total marks
	Marks achieved
	Examiner comments

	A  

A brief statement of the main research question, the subject of the investigation and the methods to be used to answer the question.
	2
	2
	The precise question that the candidate is trying to examine is not clearly stated.  It is clear, however, that the 4/5/50 memorandum will be key to the analysis.

	B

Summary of evidence from the sources consulted.  Must show clear organization, evidence thorough research and use proper reference format.
	5
	4
	An excellent summary of the complex and nuanced position of Bohlen regarding the nature of the Soviet threat that emerged after the Soviet acquisition of nuclear weapons and in the context of the emerging Korean crisis.  To what extent is Bohlen’s position comparable to that of George F. Kennan?

	C

A critical evaluation of  one or two important sources that includes references to the OPVL of the document.  Evaluate the contribution of the sources to the specific research question.  Focus is on document evaluation, not a summary of its contents (criterion B).
	4
	3
	This is an outstanding analysis of the single document.  However, his views do not appear to have prevailed and appear to have compromised the position of those more adamantly opposed to the openly aggressive posture that NSC-68 necessitated.  In short, this document needs to be contrasted with other viewpoints.

	D  This section should indicate the importance of the investigation in historical context, incorporate analysis of the evidence in relation to other known studies, and, if possible, make links to historiographical perspectives.
	5
	4
	A very astute overall analysis.  Who inside the Truman administration was inclined to give Bohlen’s views more credence?  To what extent was Bohlen willing to fight to uphold his views?

	E  A brief restatement of main finding(s) that must be consistent with evidence provided.
	2
	2
	Within the executive branch, it is not necessary to have unanimous support.  It is only necessary to have the president’s support.  How close was Bohlen to that?

	F  All sources, written and unwritten, must be properly cited, alphabetized, with primary sources separated from secondary, and written separated from unwritten.  (NB The bibliography is not part of the word count.) 
	2
	2
	An outstanding bibliography, properly formatted.

	Total


	20
	17/85

95
	An engaging investigation, compellingly written.  The candidate is to be commended and encouraged to develop this line of investigation further!


