World War II Interactive Web Quest

Political and economic instability in Europe led to the rise of Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party in Germany. By the late-1930s Europe was, once again, engulfed in conflict as Germany’s war machine began to overwhelm the entire continent. The following interactive Web Quest explores various features of the Second World War, from Germany’s expansion in the mid-1930s to the final days of the conflict. You will examine several interactive activities, videos, articles, and images as you complete this Web Quest. Follow the instructions and complete each activity or task as you proceed through the Web Quest. Have fun and good luck!

Nazi Expansion
Click this link: http://www.history.com/interactives/inside-wwii-interactive
This is an interactive activity that explores WWII in three regions: North America, Europe/Africa, and Asia.

Click to explore “Europe and Africa,” then click on the box near the bottom that reads “Nazi Expansion.”
Read the first paragraph of the article.
Why did Hitler wish to expand his empire? When did Great Britain & France declare war against Germany, and why?

Examine the pictures from the Nazi invasion, then examine the map depicting the Nazi occupation of Europe.
As you watch the simulation, list the regions of Europe invaded by Nazi Germany from 1936 through 1941.
The Battle of Britain
After taking control of France, Hitler turned his attention toward Great Britain. In the interactive activity, zoom out and click on the box that reads “Battle of Britain.” Read the first paragraph of the article.

After Hitler took control of France, how did he hope to force Great Britain’s surrender?
Click on the box that reads “Churchill rallies the British” and listen to the speech he gives to his citizens.
What is the main message of Churchill’s speech?
Click on the box that reads “Battle of Britain” and examine the images and their captions.

Write three key facts about the Battle of Britain:
Click on this link and listen to the first speech on the page by Churchill: http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwtwo/churchill_audio_01.shtml
What is the main message of Churchill’s speech?

How would you describe Churchill as a speaker?
Click this link to watch a video clip about the Battle of Britain http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/battle_of_britain/#p0095w2j
List several details of the “Blitz of London.” What did the London citizens go through? How did they survive the attacks?







Japan Attacks Pearl Harbor
While the U.S. was negotiating with Japan and trying to keep troops out of the war, everything changed on one fateful morning in December of 1941. Return to the WWII Interactive http://www.history.com/interactives/inside-wwii-interactive
Click to explore “North America,” then click on the box on the top left that reads “Pearl Harbor.”

Read the first paragraph of the article.

How many lives were lost during the attack on Pearl Harbor? What did President Roosevelt call this day?
Click this link to watch a video clip about the Japanese attack of Pearl Harbor http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/world-war-ii-history/videos/attack-pearl-harbor
What was the date of the attack?
What are some ways in which FDR describes the attack?
What was the immediate effect of the attack?
Click this link to watch how one Navy seaman describes the events of December 7, 1941: http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/pearl-harbor/videos
The Battle of the Atlantic
The Nazis had a devastating underwater strategy they used during the war. Return to the WWII Interactive: http://www.history.com/interactives/inside-wwii-interactive
Click to explore “North America,” then click on the box in the middle that reads “The U-Boat Peril.”

Read the first paragraph of the article.

Why did German U-boats attack Allied ships in the Atlantic?
How many U-boats and how many Allied ships were destroyed during the Battle of the Atlantic?

What strategies did the Allies use to eventually win the Battle of the Atlantic? (hint – WWI)
Battle of Stalingrad
As the U.S. was joining the war, Germany was attacking Russia and advancing on the capital city of Moscow. Nazi forces met Soviet troops in the pivotal Battle of Stalingrad, a major turning point of the war.

Click this link to watch a video clip about the Battle of Stalingrad: http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/videos#world-war-ii-battle-of-stalingrad
When and how does the battle begin?

What is the state of the Nazi forces by November of 1942?

When does the battle end? How many causalities were caused by the battle?
Why was the Battle of Stalingrad a turning point in the east in the European Theater?

http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/battle_of_stalingrad.htm
The North Africa Campaign
With much of Europe in the hands of the Axis Powers, Hitler aimed to expand his empire into Africa. Click this link to follow the major battles in North Africa: http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwtwo/launch_ani_north_africa_campaign.shtml
How were the main generals for the British and the Germans?

How would you characterize the fighting from 1940 to 1942?

What major battle took place in October of 1942? What was the effect of this battle?

What was the name of the operation as American forces join the fighting in November of 1942?

When and how does the North Africa campaign end?
Click this link to watch a video clip about the North African Campaign: http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/videos#north-africa-campaign
After the Allied forces join the campaign, where do they fight their first battles?

What does the victory in North Africa allow the Allies to do?
The Italian Campaign
Click this link to follow the major battles in Italy http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwtwo/launch_ani_italy_campaign.shtml
Why do the British and the Americans both agree that the Allies should invade Italy?

Where do Allied forces begin their attack of Italy? Who is leading the Allied troops?

When do the Allied forces capture Rome? What is the ultimate fate of Mussolini?

The invasion of Normandy  (called D-Day):

Who was the Supreme Commander for Allies?  German General?  What was meant by “amphibious landing” of the Allies?

http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/d-day
How long did it take to plan this landing at Normandy, France by the Allies?

What was the code name of this secret mission?

http://www.americaslibrary.gov/jb/wwii/jb_wwii_dday_1.html
Summarize George Roach’s memories of  D-Day.

http://search.eb.com/dday/browse?browseId=237157
Watch the video on D-day and lest 3 details about the invasion.
http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/d-day/videos/dday-invasion
The Tuskegee Airmen
Before the Allied forces were prepared to launch a second front in France, Allied fighter pilots began bombing German targets. An all-black squadron—known as the Tuskegee Airmen—was a part of the bombing campaign against strategic targets in Germany. Click the following link to learn about the experience of one Tuskegee Airmen: http://www.history.com/topics/tuskegee-airmen/videos#tuskegee-airman-luther-smith
What was the specific mission of the Tuskegee Airmen?
Was the “Tuskegee Experiment” successful? Why or why not?

Battle of the Bulge:

Describe the weather. 

This battle was one of the worst in regards to loss of what?
How thick was the American line of defense?
During this German offensive, what happened to the American line?

http://worldwar2history.info/Bulge/
Were the Allies successful in pushing the Germans back through Belgium  and reaching Germany’s  capital of Berlin?

http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/battle-of-the-bulge/videos
The Philippines and the Bataan Death March
While American troops found early success fighting in North Africa, Americans were not so successful during the early battles in the Pacific. Return to the WWII Interactive: http://www.history.com/interactives/inside-wwii-interactive
Click to explore “Asia,” then click on the box in the top right that reads “Death at Bataan.” Read the article.

Approximately how many soldiers died during the Bataan Death March?

Why did this battle represent a disastrous start to the war in the Pacific for the U.S.?

What were the conditions like for the troops as they traveled? List ways the Japanese forces intimidated the Filipino and American soldiers?

The Doolittle Raid
Though American morale was low after Pearl Harbor and the defeat at Bataan, the tide began to turn in the Pacific after the Doolittle Raid. Click this link to watch a video clip about the Doolittle Raid: http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/james-h-doolittle/videos/battle-360-the-doolittle-raid
What was the goal of the Doolittle Raid?

What had to happen for the Raid to be successful?

What was the psychological effect of the Doolittle Raid?

What becomes Japan’s goal after the Doolittle Raid? This leads to what battle?

The Battle of Midway
Click this link to read and observe images about the Battle of Midway: http://combinedfleet.com/battles/Battle_of_Midway. Also, watch this video to see real footage from the battle: http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/battle-of-midway/videos
When does this battle occur?

Who are the Japanese generals leading the attack? How many destroyers, carriers, and planes did Japan have?

Who was the American general during the battle? How many destroyers, carriers, and planes did the U.S. have?

How did the U.S. ultimately win the Battle of Midway?

http://www.history.navy.mil/photos/events/wwii-pac/midway/midway.htm
Why was this battle a turning point in the war with Japan?

America on the offensive in the Pacific – The U.S.S. Enterprise
After defeating the Japanese at Midway, U.S. troops go on the offensive in the Pacific. Return to the WWII Interactive: http://www.history.com/interactives/inside-wwii-interactive. Click to explore “Asia,” then click on the box on the right that reads “USS Enterprise.” Read the first paragraph.

List three significant statistics about the U.S.S. Enterprise.
Click the box on the right that reads “Inside the USS Enterprise” and watch the video that follows.

What was the weight, range, and cruising speed of “The Big E?”

What weapons does the USS Enterprise hold?

List the battles of WWII in order of importance with the first battle listed being the most important.

Explain your choice for the most important battle. Why do you believe this is the most important battle? Give specific examples.

Explain your choice for the least important battle. Why do you believe this is the least important battle? Give specific examples. 
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