APUSH Chapter 9: The Confederation and the Constitution 1776-1790
Reading Guide
I. The Pursuit of Equality

1. Why was it important for Americans to be referred to as “Mr.” and “Mrs.”? What is the difference between “Boss” and “Master”?

2. Discuss the reasons why the Anglican Church was forced to re-invent itself after the American Revolution.

3. How did the Philadelphia Quakers feel about the topic of slavery?

4. Did conditions improve for African Americans after the revolution? Discuss their experiences both in the North & the South

5. Discuss the notion of “Republican Motherhood” and expectations for women

6. What are your thoughts regarding the phrase “all men are created equal” 

II. Constitution Making in the States

7. In what way was the American notion of a constitution different from British tradition?

8. Look at the painting on page 169. In what way does the portrait depict the notion of “Republican Motherhood”? What other prevailing attitudes about gender and age might this painting reveal? Be critical!

III. Creating a Confederation/ The Articles of Confederation: America’s First Constitution

9. What year were the Articles of Confederation ratified by all 13 states?

10. List three weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation

11. What is the significance of the Articles of Confederation (despite obvious flaws)?

IV. Landmarks in Land Laws

12. Identify : Land Ordinance of 1785

13. Identify: Northwest Ordinance of 1787

V. The Horrid Specter of Anarchy

14. Discuss the causes of Shay’s Rebellion. Make sure to include the leader of the rebellion, the year, and the outcome.

VI. A convention of “Demigods”/ Patriots of Philadelphia

15. What was the purpose of the Annapolis Convention in 1786?

16. “George Washington, towering austere and aloof among the “demigods”, was unanimously elected chairman”. Analyze the author’s choice of words. What is the author trying to imply? Is this a biased statement? (page 178)

17. Were the fifty-five delegates’ representative of the American population as a whole? Yes or no?

VII. Hammering Out a Bundle of Compromises

18. Identify: 

	Virginia (large state) Plan


	

	New Jersey (small state) Plan


	

	Great Compromise
	


19. identify 3/5ths Compromise
VIII. Safeguards of Conservatism

20. Why did the Framers of the Constitution decide that the President should be elected indirectly by the Electoral College? 

IX. The Clash of Federalists & Anti-federalists

21. Chart: Varying Perspectives Regarding Ratification
	Federalists argued…
	Anti-Federalists argued…

	
	


X. The Great Debate in the States/ The Four Laggard States

22. Identify the authors of the Federalist Papers. Identify the purpose of their essays. 

23.  List the first 10 Constitutional Amendments (Bill of Rights) (if not listed in the back of your book, you will need to conduct research)

· Do not forget to list your 3 AP Themes
