ADVANCED PHOTOGRAPHY / PHOTO 201 SYLLABUS
Damien High School
2012 - 2013
Instructor: Mr. Stephen Patten
Contact: patten@damien-hs.edu / 596-1946 x402
Room: 402
Course Description

This course will help the students become well rounded in the fundamentals of digital photography.  Four areas of instruction will be emphasized: How cameras work, how composition works, how lighting works, how to use photo editing software. Students will, generally, receive basic instruction, demonstration, and see samples of the desired outcomes, at the beginning of each period.  They will be allowed to go outside and shoot assignments, based on what they are learning.  Perhaps the most useful part of classroom instruction will be weekly reviews of photos students have shot the previous day(s).  They will see what makes a successful photo and what does not. 
Learning Outcomes
To successfully complete this course, students must:  
· Show up in class, on time!
· Pass course quizzes
· Complete assignments by given deadlines

· Cooperate with other students and staff to increase learning potential
· Take and Edit photos successfully using digital cameras and photo editing software
· Research a photographer and report on his/her style and impact on photography

· Take part in class discussions and critiques of photos presented in class.

At the end of this course, you will:

· Know how to use various features of the camera to have creative control of your photographs.

· Be able to decide what type of lighting to use in a given situation to produce optimum results.

· See how photographic composition can make or break a photograph

· Understand how to use photo editing software to improve the overall appearance of images.

Required Materials
To successfully complete this course, you will need: 
· Access to a digital camera is essential! (Both Compact Digital Cameras or SLR Digital cameras are acceptable) 
Additional Resources

· It would be wise if students have a portable USB storage device so they will be able to transport download images from computers.
· We will be using the Google photo program called Picasa.  In order for students to utilize this program they will have to have constant access to their Damien Google Dmail account.
Course Topics
The course will cover the following topics:
1. Why We Make Pictures: A Concise History of Visual Ideas
2. Design: Visual Foundation
3. Image Capture: Cameras, Lenses, and Scanners
4. Exposure and Filters
5. Seeing with Light
6. Observation: Eyes Wide Open
7. Time, Space, Imagination, and the Camera
8. Digital Studio: Where the Virtual Meets the Material World
9. Presentation and Preservation
10. Seeing with a Camera
11. Solutions: Thinking and Writing about Images
12. Photographer on Assignment

Course Schedule
I will be using Damien’s online course program called Moodle to administer the class throughout the year.  Every student will be responsible for joining my class (Advanced Photography/Photo 201) within the first week of class.  Students can enroll in the class by accessing Moodle on the Damien website under Academics > Online Classes. The Enrollment Key for this class: Adams.
Policies and Procedures
General Rules:
· Students are to handle all class equipment, (including computers, cameras, lights, etc.) with care.

· Cell phones, head phones, I-pods, etc. will not be allowed in class. (Either in the classroom or outside, when shooting) 

· Students are to avoid shooting photos in or near other classrooms so they will not disrupt the teaching and learning of others.

· Students are not permitted to leave the school campus during class time to shoot photos.

· Food and beverages are not permitted in the classroom at any time.
· Class lab time is expected to be spent working on assignments.  Students will not be allowed to defer shooting photos, or editing photos until a later time. 
Grading Policies:
Photo assignments will be graded on their: quality, creativeness, relevance to the assignment, and ability to communicate an idea or message.  Quizzes will be multiple-choice. The photographer PowerPoint report will be presented in class.
Grading Plan
Coursework will be graded as follows:
1. Photo Assignments

60%

2. Quizzes/Tests


20%

3. Photographer Report

10%
4. Class discussion

10%


             ____ = 100%
Student Signature: _____________________________________ Date: ______
Parent Signature:   _____________________________________ Date: ______
**Please print out and read this syllabus through with your parents/guardians and return it to me signed by Friday, August 17, 2012**
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