English 9H

Mrs. Potts and Ms. Burke


Room 109
Dear student,

     Welcome to Honors English! Because this is an honors class there are many responsibilities placed upon you as a student.  This course meets the entrance requirements of the University of California and California State University.  Reading and a rigorous study of the literature will provide you with insights to analyze, synthesize, and evaluate personal and universal issues.  You are expected to keep up with all of the required reading and assignments and I will hold you accountable with regular assessments.  If you are absent you are responsible for getting missed work.  Each day missed = 1 day to make it up. I will provide you with many opportunities to be successful; however, students who do not fully participate or do not keep up - will not succeed in our class.  

      In addition to reading, writing is a central component of this class.  We will write daily, including 
in-class assignments, reading logs, homework, and a variety of essays.  We will also focus on building SAT-level vocabulary.  People with better vocabularies perform better in college and later in life.  If your vocabulary is weak, you will understand less and you will be understood less.   If you overuse simplistic words, such as “cool” or “great,” people will be uninterested in what you have to say.  Even if you are a computer science genius, other computer science geniuses with better verbal skills will be hired and promoted ahead of you.  

         You will be given a variety of collaborative and independent assignments in which you will use your skills in analysis, synthesis, and evaluation, and you will always be asked to support your opinions and choices with evidence.  My goal is for you to become critical thinkers who create your own opportunities for success. 

      We truly look forward to getting to know each and every one of you during our school year.  Remember, your future is what you make of it.  Work hard to succeed!

Course Requirements

Students must be prepared with the appropriate books and materials.

Grades: Tardiness and absences have a negative impact on your grade because you will miss important information and assignments.  Truancy = zero for all missed work, including tests and major projects.  Students must make up all major tests on the day they return to class following an excused absence.  

GRADES BASED ON:

10%- Homework 

30%- Formative Assessments (class work, discussions, independent/group work, journals/notebook, quizzes)

60%- Summative Assessments (essays, tests, projects, and presentations)



Supporting an Opinion:
You will be required to support and explain your opinions in every class assignment.

          Statement 



Quote


                 Explanation
(Your point or opinion)          

 (Your word-for-word
        

(You explain how the quotation




     proof from the text.

            proved your statement) In 










other words, how does your 










quote show that your point is 










true? Our focus is on under-










the-surface analysis and 










evaluation. 


Supplies:

1. 3-RING BINDER (specifically for English class)




2. PAPER (white loose-leaf)

3. ZIPPER POUCH (to hold supplies)




4. 2 of each PEN: blue, black, red, and green




5. 2 (#2) PENCILS



6. 1 HIGHLIGHTER



7. DIVIDERS:
a. Notes
b. Writing





c. Vocabulary
A Few More Guidelines:  
· No food or drink is permitted in class, with the exception of water.  No gum is allowed.

· Every major writing assignment must by typed (Arial or Times New Roman font, size 12) and double-spaced.  
· Each essay must have a title on the top line of your paper and a proper heading in the top left corner of your paper (see example above). 

· Each assignment must have a title + heading (in top right corner: name, date, period)

· Listen more than you speak.  Do not interrupt each other or the teacher, but participate in a positive way.  Interrupting or disrupting the class is not only rude, but is a sign of a closed mind.  

“People begin to become successful the minute they decide to be.”  -- Helen Mackay
“There are no secrets to success. It is the result of preparation, hard work, and learning from failure.” – Colin Powell

     We am looking forward to an enjoyable and educationally challenging year with all of you.  Be sure to take advantage of this opportunity because it will only be a short time before you will be graduating and leaving behind the Cavalier legacy.  

~CHARACTER = Who you are when nobody’s watching.
~EDUCATION = Once you get it, no one can take it away.

~“Your attitude will determine your altitude.”

~“When things go wrong, you don’t have to go with them.”
Good luck on your journey, 
Mrs. Potts
Ms. Burke
“A” at the semester: Exempt from the final!





Highest grade in each class: Academic Awards Lunch at the end of the semester!
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A new beginning has begun.


Arise those who shall lead!


Let no one fall to the field of failure.


Aid he who is lost - and together -


The horizon shall fall before you.





~ Rudy Valladares, class of 2003





What Have You Done That You’re PROUD of Today?








