Readers’ Theater 
This is a reading activity, and you do not have to memorize your lines. You are, however, encouraged to rehearse ahead of time and to "ham it up" and use intonation and gestures appropriate to your character and your character’s words.  You may also wish to use simple props, costumes, and/or background music.  
Performance Guidelines

1. Use simple props, costumes, and background music if appropriate. 

2. You can retain the original setting or change it to modern day if you wish.

3. Make sure you all understand and agree on a single interpretation of your scene. 

4. Choose a narrator to give the background of the scene and to explain transitions.

5. Rehearse your parts ensuring clear and fluent reading.  You can use simple action or remain stationary revealing your motions through gestures and facial expressions. 

6. At the end of your performance, be ready to discuss the significance of your scene to the rest of the play read thus far.  
Readers Theater Options

Note: the person who plays the character with the fewest lines should also act as narrator to set up the scene and introduce the players

	# of roles
	Act/Scene/Line
	Roles
	Summary of scene

	Team 1:

3 roles
	1.3.1-72

(all of 1.3)
	Don John, Conrade, and Borachio
	Don John reveals his villainous character

	Team 2:

5 roles
	2.1.259-361
(p. 19 “Look, here she comes” to p. 21)
	Benedick, Prince, Beatrice, Claudio, and Leonato
	B & B banter; Claudio is jealous; plan to play cupid

	Team 3: 4 roles
	2.3.95-177

(p. 26 after Exit Balthasar to p. 28)
	Prince, Claudio, Leonato, and Benedick
	Benedick is tricked into thinking Beatrice loves him

	Team 4: 4 roles 
	3.1.1-122
(all of 3.1)
	Hero, Margaret, Ursula, and Beatrice
	Beatrice is tricked into thinking Benedick loves her

	Team 5: 

3 roles
	3.2.78-127
(p. 36 enter Don John to end of scene)
	Don John, Prince, and Claudio
	Claudio is duped into suspecting Hero’s virtue

	Team 6: 4 roles 
	3.5.1-62

(all of 3.5)
	Leonato, Dogberry, Verges, and Messenger
	Dogberry and Verges try to talk to Leonato

	Team 7: 6 roles 
	4.1.1-111

(p. 47 to 50 “Hath no man’s dagger…”)
	Leonato, Friar, Claudio, Hero, Benedick, and Don John
	Claudio rejects Hero at the church

	Team 8: 3 roles 
	5.2.26-103
(p. 68 song to end of scene)
	Beatrice, Benedick, and Ursula
	Benedick and Beatrice mock fight

	Team 9: 7 roles 
	5.4.35-133

(p. 73 “Good morrow” to end of scene)
	Prince, Leonato, Claudio, Hero, Benedick, Beatrice, and Messenger
	The end of the play! 


