Scene 1

Find one line to sum up each of the following stages that Brutus goes through when he is thinking about what to do with Caesar.

1. He has no personal quarrel with Caesar.

2. He fears being king would change Caesar.

3. Ambition may begin in a humble nature, but once greatness is achieved, that nature will forget its humble beginnings.

4. Caesar will have to be killed not for what he is, but for what he might become.
Brutus uses specific images to express his fears. Fill in the blanks.

1. Brutus sees Caesar as a _______________________ in the danger he presents to Rome.

2. He tells us that Caesar’s ambition is the____________________________ that will take him up above ordinary men, looking down on them and despising them.

3. Caesar, he says, is like the______________________ of a reptile, harmless now but likely to hatch into a deadly creature.
There are 3 important matters to be decided by the conspirators in this scene and Brutus and Cassius disagree about each of them. Fill in the chart.

Decision 1 The Oath

Cassius thinks:

Brutus thinks:

Whose Advice is taken?

Decision 2: About Cicero being asked to join

Cassius thinks:

Brutus thinks:

Whose advice is taken?

Decision 3 What should happen to Antony:

Cassius thinks:

Brutus thinks:

Whose advice is taken?
Brutus and Portia share a special relationship. Find a line that proves the following.

1. What kind of things has she noticed out of the ordinary in Brutus’ behavior recently?

2. How does she dismiss his feeble excuse?

3. What right does she say she has to share the troubles of his mind?

4. She claims to be more than just an ordinary woman. Who was her father?

5. Brutus truly loves his wife.

6. He does not think he deserves such a noble wife.

7. He is convinced by her arguments and agrees to tell her everything.
Look at the way this scene ends. Ligarius is a sick man, yet he is ready to throw off his illness to join the conspirators.

1. Why does Shakespeare include Ligarius at the end of the scene?

2. What makes Ligarius suddenly well again?

3. what shows the importance of Brutus to the assassination plot.
