The Theory and Practice of Oligarchiacal Collectivism by Emmanuel Goldstein

Sample Question: Why are the three superstates always at war according to the Brotherhood’s handbook? Give more than a one sentence answer. (154-155)

Sample Frame: The three superstates are always at war because _________.  Warfare is depicted as a necessary tool to _______.  In fact/For example, “ __________.”  This is powerful/important because________.

Sample Response: The three superstates are always at war because as long as there is war, the people will live in terror and will be dependent on “Big Brother” for survival (the specific enemy doesn’t matter).  Warfare is depicted as a necessary tool of a totalitarian state because it keeps citizens in a constant state of flux and fear, in which they willingly submit to the control of the Party.  In fact, those in power have ensured that “none of the three superstates could be definitely conquered even by the other two in combination” so the wars are perpetual and the people are always frightened (154).  This is powerful because it creates fearful submission, so the Party is able to regulate everything in the people’s lives without question, including supply and demand to ensure that the Inner Party retains the best of everything, while the rest of society is left with the bare minimum to survive.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Instructions: Select any four (4) of the questions listed below and respond by writing a well-developed paragraph for each, including well-integrated quotations.  Think deeply and engage in discussions with your group before you write your responses.

1. According to Goldstein’s book, what is the primary aim of modern warfare? (157-158)

2. Explain the two aims of the upper party (159).
3. Explain why the superstates don’t simply drop nuclear or biological bombs on one another (159-161).

4. Explain why it is imperative that the citizens of the three superstates never see one another (162).

5. Explain why/how the paradoxical slogan “War is Peace” is actually logical in the age of Big Brother (164).

6. Explain the aims and the patterns of the high, middle, and low (166).

7. Do you agree with the following quotation?  Explain your response: “The invention of print made it easier to manipulate public opinion, and the film and the radio carried the process further. With the development of television private life came to an end.” (169)

8. What are the four ways that a ruling group can fall from power? (170-172)
9. What is the significance of this line? “Thoughts and actions which, when detected, mean certain deaths are not formally forbidden, and the endless purges, arrests, tortures… are not inflected as punishment for crimes committed but are merely the wiping out of person who might perhaps commit a crime at some time in the future.” (174)

10. Discuss the complex significance of “blackwhite” (175).

11. Fully define “doublethink” and explain why it is at the heart of Ingsoc (176-177).

12. Explain the meaning and significance of the idea presented in this quotation: “In general, the greater the understanding, the greater the delusion: the more intelligent, the less sane” (177).
13. How is the slogan “Ignorance is Strength” accurate? (166-179: Ch. 1 as a whole)
14. The governments of the three superpowers are essentially structured in the same way, even though they may call them different things.  Discuss these similarities and explain why they exist.   

15. Why is the mutability of the past so important to the ruling class?

16. Analyze the Party's level of power over its citizens, specifically through the lens of psychological manipulation. 
17. Detail the social hierarchy of Oceania. How does this hierarchy support the Party and its goals?
6. Why must the citizens of Oceania never be allowed to set eyes on citizens from Eastasia or Eurasia?


