Thinking about Gothic Architecture

Architecture and Engineering

1. Romanesque churches used massive walls and barrel vaults (half-round vaults) to support the roof and create the open space of the nave. In Gothic churches, the builder worked to let in more light. But this desire creates a problem: how could a church (the roof and its corresponding vaults) be supported by walls of glass? What was the solution to this problem?
2. What is the difference between a flying buttress and a main buttress?
3. Why is the flying buttress such an important technical innovation?




4. Usually the nave of a Romanesque church had a nave with very shallow side aisles. Over the nave there was usually a gallery that had small windows. Sometimes, there would be a third level of smaller windows very high above the second-level gallery.
But in Gothic churches these proportions changed. 
The middle level—once called a gallery—shrunk and was renamed a triforium. 
Why? What was the structural or architectural purpose of shrinking this middle level?
5. Why was so much wood needed to construct a cathedral that was made of stone?
6. What is a keystone?
7. What is the visual purpose of engaged columns?

8. What is the purpose of a string course?
9. What is the relationship between ribs and vaulting?
The Cathedral as a Representation of Heaven

1. Why is Abbot Suger of Saint-Denis so important in terms of the development of Gothic Art? In other words, what innovation does he initiate when his church is rebuilt? And what argument did Suger make about light?
2. How is a Gothic Cathedral like a reliquary?
3. Why is the unity of structure and design so philosophically important to Gothic builders and architects?





4. How is a Gothic Cathedral like a book?
5. What “—ism” was originally started to reconcile the philosophy of the ancient classical philosophers with medieval Christian theology ?


Miscellaneous Questions
1. A Gothic cathedral is the throne of whom?





2. How does the interior decoration of Cistercian churches differ from Cluniac churches?






3. What is the most significant difference between Franciscans and Dominicans?






4. Why does it make sense that Gothic Art was originally understood as the French style?





5. What is the difference between a church and a cathedral?
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