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The Rime of the Ancient Mariner Questions

Please answer on a separate sheet of paper and attach this sheet when you turn in. 
(14 points)
1. What is the genre of The Rime of the Ancient Mariner? How does this work fit the characteristics of this genre?
2. What is an epigraph and what is the message of the epigraph in this work?

3. What is the setting of the tale?

4. What power enables the Mariner to stop the wedding guest in his tracks?

5. Why should it matter that the man stopped was on his way to a wedding?

6. Why does the Mariner shoot the Albatross? Is any reason given in this poem?
7. What inference can we make about the mariner’s character because of this act?
8. How do his shipmates respond?
9. How is the Albatross characterized? 
10. What do you make of the “breeze” that blows through the poem—i.e. that at certain points the Mariner’s ship is calmed or takes sail on its own?

11. What prompts the Mariner to bless the sea-snakes unawares? Why does the Albatross then fall from his neck?

12. Why must the Mariner continue with his penance—why must he repeat his tale to everyone he can fix with his gaze?

13. What religious/Christian symbolism is at work in the tale?
14. How does The Rime of the Ancient Mariner illustrate the ideas and themes of the Romantic movement? Refer to the following characteristics and explain how they apply to the tale:

a. Common folk

b. Emotion

c. Imagination

d. Individualism

e. Mystery

f. Nature

g. Non-historic past

h. Supernatural

