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67% of polled Americans feel that our national education system is in crisis.  Here are some stats:

1. 1/3 of students in American do not graduate.

2. 1/3 of students are not ready for college upon graduating.

3. Only 35% of 12th grade students test proficient in reading. 

These stats are alarming when you consider the current economic state our world is in.
Education and Money

1. “It’s not just a money thing, but it’s a money thing.”  Do you feel that investing more money into education would give you a better education?  Why or why not? ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Teachers
1. As a student, do you feel that the quality of your teacher is important to your education? Why or why not? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. In your mind, what makes a teacher a “quality teacher”? _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Will “lifting up” the teaching profession make your school a better place to learn?  Why or Why not?________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Would turning over public schools to “Charter” or private organizations make your education better?  Why or why not? _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. We currently rank 23rd and 25th internationally in math and science.  President Obama wants to invest in recruiting and training better math and science teachers.  Would you consider a profession as a math or science teacher if the profession was given more prestige?  Why or why not? _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
6. President Obama suggests to give teachers higher pay and to “professionalize” the profession.  Would you become a teacher if you could make more money doing it than a different job?  Why or why not? _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Parents

“The responsibility of education should be shared by teachers, administrators and parents…” – Bethany, Norton, Oh. 

1. Would holding your parents accountable for your education make you a better student?  Why or why not? _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

School year

“I think we should have longer school years.” – President Obama. 

1. As an American student, you currently go to school about one month less as compared to students from other advanced countries.  Do you feel that going to school year round, or for a month or two longer, would make you a better student?  Why or why not? _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
One final question

Do you feel that you are receiving a high quality education?  If so, what makes it of high quality?  If not, what would you do to improve the quality of your education? 
