Survey of English/European Literature: English 3-4 CP Syllabus
I. Course and Student Objectives:

This course is designed to develop skills in interacting with a text. While exploring the different genres of literature (prose fiction, prose non-fiction, poetry or verse, and drama), you also will be exploring your own individual sensibilities to the work and to the world that the material explores. You will be given the opportunity to develop your reading, writing, listening, speaking, and thinking skills. You are encouraged to do your part in creating a classroom environment that welcomes the sharing of insights.

II. Course Approach and Assessments:

Literature is one particular discipline in the study of the Humanities, and we will integrate other Humanities disciplines (e.g., art, music, history, philosophy, theology, dance) to enrich our understanding of the literature. 

Assessment measures will be comprised primarily of interpretive writing; however, other writing styles (persuasive, narrative/descriptive, reflective, and creative) will be assigned, and students will also utilize their creative skills in other media. There is also a public speaking standard that will be met in this class. 
Fall Semester Overview
I. Timed Writing on Summer Reading

II. Foundations of “Western” Civilization:

A. Excerpts from Biblical Literature: biblical names, terms, and concepts

· Mini-Research Paper (quoting and citing)

· Oral presentations

· Objective test

III. Heroic Ideal and the Oral Tradition:

A. Beowulf

· Interpretive essay (characterization, epic poetry, warrior code)
IV. Tragedy and the Tragic Hero

A. Shakespeare, Macbeth
· Objective test; passage identification and analysis

· Act out 1 scene/act in costume

· Interpretive writing (characterization/theme)

V. Evolution of Verse:

A. Renaissance poetry—pastoral, courtly, the sonnet

B. Mini-essay

I. Expository Reading and Writing:

A. Methods of persuasion, rhetoric

· Op-ed piece
VI. Related short stories, essays, and poems
VII. Grammar Mondays!

VIII. Outside Reading: Two per semester

A. English/European/World fiction (a novel of literary merit) 
B. English/European/World non-fiction (biography, autobiography, memoir, essays, history) 

· Reading logs

· Oral presentation
IX. Final Exam:

A. Journals/Reading logs due

B. Objective test: vocabulary, grammar, literary terms, motifs & themes
Spring Semester Overview
I. Evolution of Verse:
a. Romantic poetry—Blake, Wordsworth, Coleridge, Shelley, Keats, Byron
· Interpretive writing (poetry analysis with specific focus)

II. End of the Innocence/ Redemption:

a. Coleridge, The Rime of the Ancient Mariner
· Interpretive writing and adaptation of text (for stage, screen or children’s book)
III. Dystopian Literature/The Cautionary Tale

a. 1984

· Objective test

· Research paper/Persuasive essay

IV. First Person Singular:
a. Night

· Research paper
· Objective test
V. Related short stories, essays, and poems

VI. Grammar Mondays!

VII. Outside readings

a. English/European/World fiction (a novel of literary merit) 

b. Book of choice

· Reading logs

· Oral presentations
VIII. Final exam: 

a. Journals/reading logs due

b. Objective test: vocabulary, grammar, literary terms, motifs & themes
IX. Grades:
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Percentage

Grade

93– 100
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C
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A-


70 – 72


C-
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67 – 69


D+
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D

80 – 82
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77 – 79

C+
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F

