A Night to Remember -  Common Core Assessment         Name:____________________

Together with a partner or a small group, answer the following questions on the back of this paper. Write your answers using complete sentences. 
	Text
	Text-based questions: 

	“High in the crow’s nest of the New White Star liner Titanic, Lookout Frederick Fleet peered into a dazzling night. It was calm, clear and bitterly cold. There was no moon, but the cloudless sky blazed with stars. The Atlantic was like polished plate glass; people later said they had never seen it so smooth.”
	1. Identify the sense imagery and figurative language in this passage and explain why the author uses such vivid language. 

2. Identify the parallel structure in this passage and explain how you know it is parallel structure.



	“They were dining-saloon stewards, indulging in the time-honored pastime of all stewards off duty –they were gossiping about their passengers.” 
	3. What is one reason that the author uses the word gossiping instead of talking? 

	“He was a remarkable figure. As a builder, he of course knew every detail about the Titanic. But there was so much more to him than that.  Nothing was too great or too small for his attention. He even seemed able to anticipate how the ship would react to any situation.  He understood ships the way some men are supposed to understand horses.” 
	4. What can you infer about Mr. Andrews?  Which words or phrases, specifically, give you this impression? 

	“It had been a hard day, and there was no other operator to relieve him.  Besides, he had been pretty roughly handled around 11:00 when he tried to break in on the Titanic and tell her about the ice blocking the Californian. So he lost no time tonight closing down his set at 11:30, his scheduled hour for going off duty.” 
	5. What assumptions can you make about Cyril F. Evans?  Which words or phrases give you this impression? 


	“In covering the Titanic, few reporters bothered to ask the Third Class Passengers anything. The New York Times was justly proud of the way it handled the disaster, Yet the famous issue covering the Carpathia’s arrival in New York contained only two interviews with Third Class Passengers.  This was apparently par for the course –of 43 survivor accounts in the New York Herald, two again were steerage experiences.”
	6. You can often tell how a writer feels about his or her subject by the tone of voice and word choice. Which words or phrases in this passage reveal Walter Lord’s feelings about the media?  What adjectives best describe his tone or feelings about the subject of the media and how it handled coverage of the disaster? 
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