Election of 1876 and Compromise of 1877

I. Election of 1876

A. Republican Rutherford B. Hayes

B. Democrat Samuel J. Tilden

1. Tilden received 250,00 more popular votes than Hayes

2. Tilden won 184 Electoral College votes (185 needed to win)

3. Hayes won 165 Electoral College Votes

C. Disputed Returns

1. 20 Electoral College Votes were being disputed from three states

a. South Carolina

b. Louisiana 

c. Florida

2. Which ever candidate receives majority popular vote in a state gets all of that state’s Electoral College votes

a. which ever candidate got those twenty votes would win the Presidency

b. Republicans accused three states in question of cheating and turning in false returns

1. They concluded that Tilden could not have won in the South unless Blacks were kept from voting there

2. Republicans also argued that since the South was still under Reconstruction their votes should all got to Hayes any way

D. Democrats Argument

1. Tilden was a well respected and well liked man in the South so Republicans must have cheated

2. Tilden should get the twenty votes because in the event of a tie election goes to House of Representatives to settle

a. This was not a tie though

E. Solution to the Problem

1. The leaders of the two parties agreed to setting up a 15 man commission to decide the fate of the twenty votes in question

a. 5 members of the House of Representatives (2 Republicans/ 3  Democrats)

b. 5 Senators (3 Republicans/ 2 Democrats)

c. 5 Supreme Court Justices (2 Republican Appointees/ 2 Democratic Appointees/ 1 professed Independent)

2. The committee voted for the votes to all go to Hayes by one vote

a. deciding vote was from Independent Supreme Court Justice Joseph Bradley

II. Compromise of 1877

A. All sides involved knew the Committees decision would cause problems

1. to curtail descent Republicans and Democrats made a compromise

a. Democrats would allow the results of the committee’s decision to stand and let Rutherford B. Hayes become President and drop any other appeals

b. Republicans agreed that as soon as Hayes took office he would remove all federal troops from South that were sent there to keep order and ensure that Blacks were actually receiving their new freedoms and not being segregated against or persecuted

B. results of the Compromise

1. the results were disastrous for Black people in the South

2. Federal Troops were Black people’s only hope for ensuring their new freedom was not taken away

3. The South becomes the same segregated society it was before the Civil War with new laws enforcing the old order

a. this was allowed to occur after Hayes removed the troops in 1877

b. The first step was taking the vote back away from Black men

1. Southern states argued it was their decision to determine voting qualifications

a. Grandfather Clause

1. If one’s Grandfather was a legal voter as of 1860 then one could vote

2. This eliminated 90% of Black voters in the South

b. Poll Tax

1. a tax of $2 had to be paid by all males in North and South

2. If one did not pay they lost their voting right

3. If a Southern White did not pay most were still allowed to vote

4. If a Southern Black did not pay they were not allowed to vote

c. Literacy Test

1. Exam administered by registrars to determine whether a voter can read or write

2. Did not specify a language

a. many Southern states posed questions in French and other languages when given to Blacks to ensure a failure

b. Often the registrar himself could not read it

c. This kept many Blacks from voting

d. Others contained questions like “Write verbatim Article X Section V of the U.S. Constitution.”

2. Other Black Codes soon emerge designed to keep Blacks segregated 

    and in a position of second-class citizenship 

a. Separate Schools

b. Ride on the back of the bus/train

c. Different drinking fountains/restrooms

3. These were all done to keep Blacks socially repressed

a. Southern state governments defined it as “Physical separation of the races by legal status”

