Attitudes Toward War

The Greatness of War by Heinrich von Treitschke

(In war)The individual must forget his own ego and feel himself a member of the whole, he must recognize how negligible is his life

compared with the good of the whole. Therein lies the greatness of war that the little man completely vanishes before the great thought of the State. The sacrifice of nationalities for one another is nowhere invested with such beauty as in war.

Those who preach the nonsense about everlasting peace do not understand the life of the Aryan race, the Aryans are before all brave. They have always been men enough to protect by the sword what they had won by the intellect...

To the historian...it is quite clear that the furtherance of everlasting peace is fundamentally reactionary. He sees that to banish war from history would be to banish all progress...

The Young People of Today by Henry Massis and Alfred de Tarde

...the most cultivated elite among young people, declare that they find in warfare an aesthetic ideal of energy and strength.

Above all, war, in their eyes, is the occasion for the most noble of human virtues, those which they exalt above all others: energy, mastery, and sacrifice for a cause which transcends ourselves.

...how can one ignore the success that accounts of our

colonialists have had among the young intellectuals
The

expeditions.. .arouse their enthusiasm; they search in their own unperilous existences for a moral equivalent to those bold destinies; they attempt to transpose this intrepid valor into their inner lives.

