“Columbus, the Indians, and Human Progress” Outline (based on A People’s History of the United States)
I. Native Americans

i. How did Native Americans end up in the Americas? (18)

1. How many Native Americans were in the Americas before Christopher Columbus’ voyages? (18)

a. How many languages did they develop? (18)

b. What kinds of crops did they cultivate? (18)

ii. What was the largest civilization in South America before the arrival of the Spanish?

a. How was this group more advanced than Europeans?

2. What was the largest civilization in Meso-America before the arrival of the Spanish?

a. How did they become so powerful? 

3. What was the largest civilization in the Mississippi river area before between 600 and 1400? (19)

4. What was the largest civilization in the New York area before the arrival of the Europeans? (19)

a. How was their society organized politically? (19)

b. What did they think about private property? (20)

c. How were women treated? (20)

II. Europeans

i. Why were Europeans looking for a new route to the Indies in the 1400s? (2)

a. How did they try to get there? (2)

ii. What was Spain like before 1492? (2)

1. How did Spain change in 1492? (2)

a. What did King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella do to establish their rule? (2)

III. The Spanish Conquest of the Americas

i. How did the Spanish monarchy attempt to get to the Indies? (2)

1. What was Columbus promised in return for bringing back gold and spices to Spain?

a. Where did Columbus end up? (3)

i. Who met him there? (3)

b. Why did Columbus take some Arawaks prisoner upon arriving in the Bahamas? (3)

i. Why did Columbus get in a fight with the Arawaks on his first voyage? (3)

c. What did Columbus guarantee the King and Queen of Spain if they financed a second voyage to the “Indies”? (3-4)

i. How did Columbus and his men treat the Arawaks on his second voyage? (4)  

1. How did the Arawaks respond? (4)

d. What did Columbus do when his men were unable to find any gold in 1495?  (4)

i. What did Columbus do to pay off his debts in Cicao? (4)

e. How come the Arawaks were unable to fight back against the Spanish?   (4)

i. What did Arawaks do to escape the Spaniards? (4-5)

ii. What kind of economic system did the Spanish set up in the Americas after Columbus was unable to bring back enough gold? (5)

1. How many Arawaks were left in the Bahamas by 1650? (5)

iii. How do we know what we know about Columbus and the first conquistadors (Spanish conquerors)? (5)

1. How did he get this information? (5)

iv. Who was Hernan Cortes and what was his goal in Mexico? (11)

1. How did the Aztecs initially greet him? (11)

a. How did Cortes ultimately conquer the Aztecs by 1521? (11-12)

IV. The English Conquest of the Americas

i. What kind of presence did the English have in the Americas before 1588?

1. What was the first English settlement in the Americas? (12)

a. How did the English deal with the inhabitants of this area? (12)

b. How come it did not last? (12)

ii. Why did the English wait to set up permanent colonies in the Americas until the early 1600s?

1. What was the first permanent English colony in the Americas? (12)

a. What major Native American group was already living in this area? (12)

b. How did the British settlers survive their first three years there?

i. How did the Powhatan Confederacy help the British colonists in 1610? (12)

1. How did the Virginia colony’s governor view this? (12)

2. How did Chief Powhatan respond? (12)

a. What did the English do because of this? (12)

2. What English group settled the Massachusetts area and when did they arrive? (13-14)

a. How were they able to survive?

b. Why did war break out between these settlers and the Pequots in 1636? (14)

i. How did the English deal with non-combatants during the 1636 Pequot War and why did they deal with them this way?  (14-15)

ii. What were the three main lessons Native Americans learned from this experience? (15)

3. Who was King Philip? (15-16)

a. Why did Massachusetts’ settlers start a war against King Philip in 1676? (15-16)

i. Who ultimately won this conflict? (16)
