1st Quarter Assignments with Benchmarks
“Fish Cheeks”
	Strand: Reading Literature

Topic: Key Ideas and Details
Code: 

8.RL.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

8.RL.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

8.RL.3 Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

LA.8.2.2 Use annotation methods to identify main ideas and important details while reading.


“Rules of the Game” or “The Great Rat Hunt” Vocabulary Worksheet
	Strand: Reading Literature

Topic: Vocabulary and Concept Development
Code:
LA.8.1.1 Use new grade-appropriate vocabulary, including content area vocabulary, learned through reading and word study.


The Great Rat Hunt Test
	Strand 3: Reading Literature

Topic: Literary Response and Analysis
Code:

LA.8.3.2 Analyze a text to draw inferences about history, culture, or gender


	Strand: Reading Literature

Topic: Key Ideas and Details
Code: 

8.RL.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

8.RL.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

8.RL.3 Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.


	Strand: Reading Literature

Topic: Vocabulary and Concept Development
Code:
LA.8.1.1 Use new grade-appropriate vocabulary, including content area vocabulary, learned through reading and word study.


Poetry Project
	Strand: Reading Literature

Topic: Craft and Structure
Code:

8.RL.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.
LA.8.3.4 Explain literary devices (e.g., satire, allusion, irony, simile, etc)


	Strand: Speaking and Listening
Topic: Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Code:

8.SL.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.

8.SL.5: Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, strengthen claims and evidence, and add interest.


Book Project
	Strand 3: Reading Literature

Topic: Literary Response and Analysis
Code:
LA.8.2.4 Make inferences based on explicit and implied information

LA.8.3.5 Explain an opinion about an author's ideas or message by analyzing conventions of fiction ( e.g., plot, character, imagery, motifs, tone, subplots, stock characters)


	Strand: Speaking and Listening
Topic: Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Code:

8.SL.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.

8.SL.5: Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, strengthen claims and evidence, and add interest.


