The Great Gatsby:
Overview and Journal Assignment

Introduction The Great Gatsby, F. Scott Fitzgerald’s third book, stands as the supreme achievement of his career. This exemplary novel of the Jazz Age has been acclaimed by generations of readers. The story of the fabulously wealthy Jay Gatsby and his love for the beautiful Daisy Buchanan, of lavish parties on Long Island at a time when The New York Times noted “gin was the national drink and sex the national obsession,” is an exquisitely crafted tale of America in the 1920s.
The Novel
The Great Gatsby is built on pretenses, fabrications, lies and mystery. Below are some topics that the themes will revolve around:
· Jazz Age / Roaring Twenties

· The American Dream

· Position of women

· Success & failure

· Hope & sense of purpose

· Conflict between illusion & reality

· Lies and deceit
· Facades 
· Marriage & love

· The past versus the present

· Society & class
Symbols and Motifs carry through and change throughout the novel; I’ll leave their interpretations up to you:
· Eyes

· The East & the West

· Dust & ash: The valley of ashes

· Money & wealth (old vs. new)

· The weather and seasons

· Characternym (a name that symbolizes or stands for some aspect of the character’s personality)
· Significance of colors:
· Green light
Rhetorical Devices to Achieve Author Purpose

Watch for the following as you read.  When you find prominent examples of each, actively consider why he used it and how he used it.  What is his purpose, and how does using rhetorical devices help him convey his purpose to the reader?
· Ambiguity
· Allegory
· Diction
· Imagery
· Details
· Syntax
· Tone
· Symbolism
· Connotations 
· Motifs 
Your Assignment: The Great Gatsby Journal
As you read the novel, use Post-Its to ANNOTATE it for the elements you read about above. Identify stylistic choices as you read.  Analyze for their importance by asking questions, making connections, making predictions, and evaluating their effectiveness while you read.  ​Create and list several high-level questions throughout the novel that are based on your findings.
 
You will be expected to bring forth numerous insightful details from the novel that convey Hawthorne’s style and purpose.  
For each chapter, you must include at least TWO of the following elements in your journal entry:

1. DIDST (Diction, Imagery, Details, Syntax, Tone): Find quotes that encompass some aspect of DIDST and discuss how the quote contributes to the mood of the reader or the purpose of the author. 

2. Symbols: Find quotes that reveal the significance of symbols or motifs.

3. Themes: Discuss any themes that you feel are being expressed.
4. Characters: Note the description, actions, motivations, etc. of important characters.
5. Questions/Predictions: You must include both questions & predictions you had while reading the chapter.
***Please clearly label which elements you are focusing on in each chapter.

	The Great Gatsby JOURNAL RUBRIC




	

	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Quality of Response 
	Each entry clearly demonstrates insight, understanding, and detailed thought and response to the reading.
	Most entries demonstrate understanding and thought about the reading.
	Some entries either demonstrates partial understanding and thought or do not provide enough information.
	Understanding and thought not clearly demonstrated.

	Demonstration of Text Understanding (including providing quotations as evidence and making connections) 
	Shows multi-dimensional understanding of the text by including several supporting details from the text. Makes inferences using story details. 
	Shows adequate understanding of text by including some supporting details from the text. May not always include enough commentary or analysis. 
	Shows some understanding of text by retelling the story without including enough commentary or analysis. 
	Shows very little or no true understanding of text. 

	Use of Conventions (spelling, grammar, capitalization, punctuation) & Neatness
	Uses conventions accurately so response is easily understood. Neat and easy to read.
	Uses adequate conventions so response is mostly understood. Mostly neat and easy to read.
	Uses inadequate conventions in places. Parts may be messy and hard to read.
	Uses almost no appropriate conventions so writing is difficult to read and/or understand.

	Completion of Requirements:

(Total Stamps= _____/____)
	All parts of the assignment are complete. 
OVERALL SCORE:     ___/ 4

	At least 85% of the assignment is complete; may be missing a minor element.
	At least 70% of the assignment is complete.
	Less than 70% of the required assignment is complete and/or did not respond to a key requirement. 

(Note: Less than 50% complete = F).


