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Of Mice and Men
AP Study Guide Questions

You may record your answers on these papers.
Chapter Five
1. Despite the descriptive setting of the barn and the quiet Sunday afternoon, chapter five begins with an accident. Explain what happened and why Lennie is so worried. What are the larger implications that Steinbeck wants his readers to consider?
2. How is Curley’s wife described when she comes into the barn? Why do you think Steinbeck describes her in this way?
3. When Lennie is explaining to Curley’s wife what happened to the puppy, she responds, “Don’t you worry none. He was jus’ a mutt. You can get another one easy. The whole country is fulla mutts” (87). Explain the symbolism in her statement.  
4. What does the reader learn about Curley’s wife’s dream? How does her dream influence her life? How does the reader know that Curley’s wife does not understand Lennie’s mental challenges?

5. Why does Curley’s wife fail to recognize the danger in Lennie’s behavior? Why does Steinbeck portray her as almost sympathetic and comforting to Lennie?
6. Compare the events at the beginning of the chapter with the events that happen at the end of the chapter.
7. Explain the following description from the novel: “And the meanness and the plannings and the discontent and the ache for attention were all gone from her face. She was very pretty and simple, and her face was sweet and young” (92-93). Do you think that Steinbeck is purposefully taking a misogynistic attitude toward women, or is Curley’s wife simply a representation of a woman’s life during the Depression?
8. How do Curley’s wife and Lennie’s dreams both die with the accidental death?
9. What image does Steinbeck use to describe George’s physical reaction to Curley’s wife’s death? What does his reaction indicate? Why do you think this might be his reaction?
10. How does the reader know that Candy recognizes the greater implications of Lennie’s actions? What is George’s response to Candy’s questions? Describe Candy’s reaction after he learns that their dream of the farm is no longer a reality? Why do you think he reacts this way?

11. What do the men suppose happened to Carlson’s gun? Why is this hard to believe? What is the greater implication of the missing gun?
12. Steinbeck could have concluded the chapter with the men headed off in search of Lennie. Instead, Steinbeck returns to the barn where Candy is staying with the dead body. Why do you think Steinbeck chose to close the chapter in this way?
