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TKAM Thematic Essay Analytic Scale ( 

(a + sign means you did a good job on that section)

______ Begin with the topic sentence that I gave you – written verbatim.
______ Have a second sentence that is the thesis statement that mentions the words “Scout,” “stated theme,” Atticus’s name and that these words are his advice.  (REMEMBER that the essay you are writing is to prove the quotation written in the topic sentence IS the stated theme of the novel as evidenced by Scout’s implications/applications of that stated theme throughout the novel).

______ Use present tense and present perfect tense verbs in your signal phrases prior to each of your three quotations, in your commentary after each of your three quotations, and in your conclusion sentence(s).
______ Do not use words such as, “This quotation proves…, This means…, This is saying…, This proves…., “This shows…” 
______ Have a transition before each signal phrase.

______ Have a signal phrase prior to each of your three quotations that places 
each quotation in context. (In other words, what is happening in the novel 
right before the quotation you are quoting? Who said the quotation you 
are writing?)
______ Vary your sentence type and have less regular word order.

______ Work on formality.  Eliminate trite expressions such as idiomatic expressions.
______ Do not use words such as, “I think…, I feel…, In my opinion….” 
______ Have commentary pertaining to your quotations.  This commentary must be plausible and accurate and according to text-based evidence and related to your thesis statement – not simply an opinion. Don’t repeat what the quotations say and think that is commentary even if you use different wording than the quotation; that is NOT commentary. Instead, go BEYOND the quotation in your commentary to discuss how each one relates to the whole novel and how each connects to the thesis.

______ Eliminate words such as, “would, could, if, might” and “without.” 
______ Quote each of your quotations verbatim and use proper MLA 
documentation. (Harper Lee published this novel in 1960—you don’t have 
the authority to change what she has written!).
______ Add vocabulary words from the chart you made with TKAM character 
names and vocabulary words that described them.
______ Write a conclusion sentence or two that finalize your essay and restate your thesis statement (but not in the same words as your thesis statement)
______ Revise, proofread and edit to correct errors in word choice, punctuation, spelling, and grammar.

______ For the final draft, type it in 12 point font, double space your writing, and 
use Times New Roman font.

______ (your MAJOR grade for the TKAM quotation/thematic essay)
