French Revolution:  Causes
Read & annotate the 13 documents below.  Imagine that the DBQ prompt was “Discuss the factors that caused France to experience a revolution starting in the summer of 1789.” Don’t write an essay but rather for each of the thirteen documents, write out statements where you explain the connection between the document and the start of the French Revolution (analysis).  In addition, develop 4 POV statements. Write your analysis and POV statements on a separate piece of paper.
#1 has been done for you as an example:

Sample

Source: Voltaire, commenting on the Catholic Church in Le Sermon des cinquante (The Sermon of the Fifty), 1762 1. 
“Ecrasez l’Infame! (Crush the Abomination!)”
Voltaire’s comment in Le Sermon des cinquante demonstrates the growing resentment that people had for institutions that the people had previously been supportive of. Voltaire contributed greatly to the Enlightenment that caused more people to replace their obedience to institutions like the church, nobility and the monarchy with questioning skepticism & hope for reforms.
Document 1

Source: Chodeerlos de Laclos, Les Liasons dangereuses, Letter 21, Viscount de Valmont to Marchioness de Merteuil.  
“I called the Tax-Collector; and, yielding to my generous compassion, I nobly paid forty-six livres, for which five persons were to be reduced to straw and despair.  After such a simple action you cannot imagine what a chorus of benedictions echoed around me from the spectators!...I was watching this spectacle when (a) younger peasant , leading a woman and two children, rushed towards me, saying to them: ‘Let us all fall at the feet of this Image of God.’”
Document 2
Source: Pierre-Augustin de Beaumarchais, Le Mariage de Figaro, 1784
“You think you’re a genius because you’re a great lord!...Title, wealth, rank, office, that’s what makes you so high and mighty!  What have you done to deserve so much?  You gave yourself the trouble to be born, and nothing else.  Otherwise, you’re a pretty ordinary fellow, whereas, my God, me!  I’m lost in the faceless crowd.  I’ve had to use my head more, play more tricks, just to scrape along, than it would have taken to run the Spanish Empire for a century.”
Document 3
Source: Marquis de Condorcet, L’Influence de la revolution en Amerique sur l’Europe, 1786
“America has given us the example.  The act which declared its independence is a simple and sublime expression of these rights so sacred and so long forgotten…The spectacle of a great people where the rights of man are respected is useful to all others, despite differences of climate, of customs, and of constitution.”
Document 4
Source: Chretien-Francois de Lamignon, minister of Louis XVI, to the Parlement (high court) of Paris, Nov. 19, 1787
“To the king alone belongs sovereign power in his kingdom.  He is accountable to God alone for the exercise of supreme power.  The bond which unites the king and the nation is indissoluble by its very nature.”
Document 5
Source: Remonstrance of the Parlement of Paris, April 11, 1788
“The will of the king is not a law unto itself; the mere expression of this will is not part of our national practice…Such is the French constitution, which is as old as the monarchy.”
Document 6
Source:  Abbe Emanuel-Joseph Sieyes, the opening of Qu’est-ce que c’est le Tiers Etat (What is the Third Estate?), Jan. 1789
“We have three questions to put to ourselves:
1. What is the Third Estate?  Everything. 
2. What has it so far been in the political hierarchy?  Nothing. 
3. What does it demand?  To be something.
Who would dare to say that the Third Estate does not possess within itself everything needed to embody a nation?  It is a strong, robust man with one arm in chains.  Remove the structure of privilege and the nation would be not less, but more.”
Document 7

Source: Louis XVI, May 1789
 “Are not the Third Estate also my children – and a more numerous progeny?  And even when the nobility lose a portion of their privileges and the clergy a few scraps of their income, shall I be any less their king?”
Document 8

Source: Three Estates
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Document 9

Source: TRAVELS IN FRANCE (1787-1789) Arthur Young

“In the south of France there is a taille (land tax). There is an injustice in charging the amount each person must pay. Lands held by the nobility are taxed very little. Lands held by the commoners (members of the 3rd estate) are taxed heavily.

September 5, 1788: The poor people seem very poor indeed. The children are terribly ragged.

June 10, 1789: The lack of bread is terrible. Stories arrive every moment from the great provinces of riot… The price of bread has arisen above the people’s ability to pay. This causes great misery.

July 1789: I was joined by a poor woman who complained of the hard times. She said, “The tailles and feudal dues are crushing us.”

Document 10

Source: unknown
	BREAD AND THE WAGE EARNERS BUDGET*

	 Occupation
	 Effective Daily Wage in Sous**
	Expenditure on Bread as percentage of income with bread priced at:

	
	
	 gs (Aug 1788)
	 14s (Feb-July 1789)

	 Laborer in Reveillon wallpaper works
	 15
	 60
	 97

	 Builders Laborer
	 18
	 50
	 80

	 Journeyman mason
	 24
	 37
	 60

	 Journeyman, locksmith, carpenter, etc.
	 30
	 30
	 48

	 Sculptor, goldsmith
	 60
	 15
	 24

	 

	*The price of the 4 pound loaf consumed daily by workingman and his family as the main element in their diet

	**Effective wage represents the daily wage adjusted for 121 days of nonwork per calendar year for religious observation, etc.


	Average Price of a Hectoliter (100 liters) of wheat in France

	 1730
	9.5 francs

	1750
	 14.5 francs

	 1770
	 19.8 francs

	 1789
	21.0 francs


Document 11

Source: “Petition of Women of the Third Estate to the King”
Sire,

“At a time when the different orders of the state are occupied with their interests; when everyone seeks to make the most of his titles and rights; when some anxiously recall the centuries of servitude and anarchy, while others make every effort to shake off the last links that still bind them to the imperious remains of feudalism; women—continual objects of the admiration and scorn of men—could they not also make their voices heard midst this general agitation?...

We ask to be enlightened, to have work, not in order to usurp men's authority, but in order to be better esteemed by them, so that we might have the means of living safe from misfortune and so that poverty does not force the weakest among us, who are blinded by luxury and swept along by example, to join the crowd of unfortunate women who overpopulate the streets and whose debauched audacity disgraces our sex and the men who keep them company…”

Document 12

Source: Portrait of Queen Marie Antoinette 1778 by Elizabeth Vigee-Lebrun



Document 13

Source: “La Marseillaise” (April 24, 1792) by Claude-Joseph Rouget de Lisle
CHORUS 

To arms, citizens
Form you battalions
March, march!
Let impure blood
Water our furrows! 
What do they want this horde of slaves
Of traitors and conspiratorial kings?
For whom these vile chains
These long-prepared irons?
Frenchmen, for us, ah! What outrage
What methods must be taken?
It is we they dare plan
To return to the old slavery!
Drive on sacred patriotism
Support our avenging arms
Liberty, cherished liberty
Join the struggle with your defenders
Under our flags, let victory
Hurry to your evil tone
So that in death your enemies
See your triumph and our glory!
