Name: ________________________________ per: _________

Central Question: What similarities can be found between the Salem Witch Crisis of 1692 and the Senator McCarthy’s Communist Blacklist of the 1950s?
Article 1: “Communists in Government Service,” McCarthy Says
Directions: Read the article about Senator McCarthy the answer the questions below. 

1. Who was Joseph McCarthy? ____________________________________________________________________

2. When did he give the Wheeling speech and to whom was he speaking? 

When: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Audience: ________________________________________________________________________________________

3. McCarthy said, “Today we are engaged in a final, an all-out battle...”  What “battle” is being referred to? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What is a traitor? ________________________________________________________________________________
5. What is the “cold war”? (Remember?) ___________________________________________________________

5. What does McCarthy claim to have? ____________________________________________________________

Article 2: Telegram from Senator Joseph McCarthy to President Harry S. Truman Backgrond

Directions: As a class, we will read the background for the telegram from Senator McCarthy to President Truman. Listen to the reading and follow along. Then, mark important information on the timeline below. 

1919 event 1                    1938 event 3              Feb 9, 1950 event 5             1954 event 7 
__________________          ________________       __________________            __________________
__________________          ________________       __________________            __________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

        1930s event 2                         1948 event 4                   Feb 11, 1950 event 6               
       _________________                  _________________            ___________________    
       _________________                 _________________            ___________________ 

Article 3: Telegraph from McCarthy to Truman
Directions: Read the telegram with a partner and then answer the following questions. 

1. What type of document is this? _______________________________________________________________________

2. Are there any unique physical characteristics? (Seals? Letterhead? Handwriting? Notations? Stamps?)

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Date of the document: __________________________________________

4. Author of the document: ________________________________________

5. Is the document addressed to anyone? Who? ______________ ____________________________________________

6. List 3 things that the author said that you think is important. 


a. __________________________________________________________________________________________________


b. __________________________________________________________________________________________________


c.___________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Why do you think this document was written? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. What evidence in this document leads you to the conclusion that you made as to why it was written? (Must be a direct quote from the document)

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. List 2 things that this document infers about life in the US at this time. 


a. __________________________________________________________________________________________________


b. __________________________________________________________________________________________________


Article 4: President Truman’s Response

Directions: Read the letter with a partner and then answer the following questions. 

1. What type of document is this? _______________________________________________________________________

2. Are there any unique physical characteristics? (Seals? Letterhead? Handwriting? Notations? Stamps?)

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Date of the document: __________________________________________

4. Author of the document: ________________________________________

5. Is the document addressed to anyone? Who? ______________ ____________________________________________

6. List 3 things that the author said that you think is important. 


a. __________________________________________________________________________________________________


b. __________________________________________________________________________________________________


c.___________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Why do you think this document was written? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. What evidence in this document leads you to the conclusion that you made as to why it was written? (Must be a direct quote from the document)

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. List 2 things that this document infers about life in the US at this time. 


a. __________________________________________________________________________________________________


b. __________________________________________________________________________________________________


Based on what you have read so far, what similarities can be found between the Salem Witch Crisis of 1692 and the Senator McCarthy’s Communist Blacklist of the 1950s?
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