Thesis Practice

Part I: Thesis
Directions: Write a complete thesis statement for each prompt below. 

Your thesis should:

· Address all parts of the prompt

· Outline three body paragraphs

· Be specific and analytical

1. Analyze the ways in which the French Revolution and Napoleonic period (1789-1815) led people to challenge Enlightenment views of society, politics, and human nature.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Napoleon I is sometimes called the greatest enlightened despot.  Evaluate this assessment in term of Napoleon I’s policies and accomplishments. Be sure to include a definition of enlightened despotism in your answer.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Assess the ways in which women participated and influenced TWO of the following:

a. The Renaissance

b. The Reformation

c. The French Revolution
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Analyze the extent to which Frederick the Great of Prussia and Joseph II of Austria advanced and did not advance Enlightenment ideals during their reigns.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. “The essential cause of the French Revolution was the collision between a powerful, rising bourgeoisie and an entrenched aristocracy defending its privileges.”  Assess the validity of this statement as an explanation of the events leading up to the French Revolution of 1789.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
