Introduction and Background to Beowulf

· Beowulf is an epic poem written in Old English and set in modern-day Sweden and Denmark during the 6th century AD.
· It was written down sometime between the 8th and 11th centuries AD.
Setting 1 (action/events described in poem)

· 6th c. AD





· pre-Christian/pagan


 
· pre-literate






· storyteller/poet




· Sweden and Denmark
· Geats and Danes
Setting 2 (composition and writing down of poem)
· 8-10th c. A.D.

· literate

· post-conversion, Christian

· monk/scribe
· England

· Anglo-Saxons
Beowulf is the oldest surviving work of literature in English.
Old English developed into Middle English, which evolved into Modern English, what we speak today. 
Beowulf describes the feats of a legendary hero named Beowulf (who may or may not have existed—there are some historical figures mentioned in the poem) and depicts the lifestyle and culture of the Germanic warrior tribes which lived throughout Northern Europe and Scandinavia—shortly before or about the time they began their migration into and settlement—i.e. conquering—of England.
Beowulf means bee-hunter and is in itself a kenning. What more common noun does this poetic description substitute for? ___________________

The Frisians, Wulfings, Jutes, Swedes, Geats, Danes, Angles, Saxons are all Germanic tribes. However, the Angles and Saxons emerged as the most dominant in England (Angleland), hence we refer to this time period as the Anglo-Saxon era.
Beowulf focuses on two tribes, the Geats, in present-day Southern Sweden, and the Danes, in present-day Denmark.
