Junipero Serra high School

Course Syllabus

2010/2011
Course Title:  AP Calculus (AB)                                        Instructor: Mr. Nadi Wissa                                                                      

Text: Calculus 3rd Edition (Graphical, Numerical, Algebraic)                                                                                                  

Email: nwissa@serrahighschool.com                                              Classroom # 201                                                             

Course Description:

This year-long course duplicates the first semester of college calculus and prepares the student to succeed on the AP Calculus AB Exam in May.  Students will be exposed to both the theoretical and applied uses of this branch of mathematics. Calculus is a widely applied mathematics course and involves a beautiful intrinsic theory.  This course also will expose students to both aspects of the subject and covers all of the topics included on the AP Calculus (AB) exam, but it is not limited only to these topics.  The mathematics presented in this course will be presented with the same level of depth and rigor as an entry-level college calculus course.  Students can earn college credit for one semester of Calculus by passing the AP exam and earning a score of 4 or better (a few schools will still accept a 3 as a passing score; however they are in the minority). 

AP Test:
All students enrolled in this class must take the AP Calculus (AB) exam on May 2011! 

Grading Policy: The final grade for this course will be computed as follows:

· Mastery of Standards Assessments-60%
1. Final exam - 20 %.

2. Tests - 25%.

3. Quizzes -15%. 

· Practice of Standards Assessments-40%
1. Homework - 10%.

2. Class work, Class participations and Class materials - 30%.

Note:

1. No make-ups for missed tests and /or quizzes unless arranged beforehand, or if the absence is excused due to illness.  Any identified patterns of excused absences on test days will result in a grade of 0 on missed assignments and requires a doctor’s note.   

2. Late work will not be accepted.

3. Most tests and quizzes will be announced beforehand; HOWEVER I reserve the right to give a pop quiz at any time.

4. YOU are responsible for making up all missed work during an excused absence, and must turn in this work on the day following your first day back in class.  It is also your responsibility to determine if you have missed any quizzes, tests, classwork, homework, or projects while absent.

5. If you are at school at all on a test day, but don’t take the test with the class, you will receive a 0 on the test.

6. If you have an excused absence on the day of a test, you must come to me the next day to schedule a make-up exam.  

Classwork and Homework:

1. Practicing skills is necessary and critical for success in mathematics.
2. You are expected to spend as much time practicing problems as is necessary for mastery of the concepts.

3. Every problem assigned must be attempted, and you need to use every resource at your disposal to successfully complete the assignment (your notes, textbooks, classmates, and teacher) 

4. Practice will take the form of homework and classwork which will be checked daily or/and on test day at the end of each unit

HOMEWORK:

1. Homework assignments will be assigned frequently, graded and collected the day after each is assigned

2. You are expected to give a “good faith effort” on all assigned problems.

3. All work must be shown with corrections must be made and explained to receive credit for homework problems.

CLASSWORK:

1. Classwork will be assigned daily and will cover either the current lesson or any prior lesson

2. Points are determined based on completeness and accuracy.

3.  Any inappropriate/disruptive behavior or missing class materials will result in losing   

     CLASSWORK/ CLASS PARTICIPATION points for the day.
Grading: 

              You will be graded based on a point system and standard scale.

Scale:
A       90 – 100 %                    
B       80 – 89 %                      

C       70 – 79%                      

F       69 % and below

Classroom Rules:
1. Everyone is expected to be in their seats at the time of the beginning of class OTHERWISE you will be marked TARDY.

2. Bring all the necessary materials to class everyday.

3. Come prepared to learn with the proper attitude.

4. Please raise your hand when you want to speak and wait to be recognized by the instructor. 

5. Cell phones, food, beverages, and chewing gum will not be allowed in the classroom.

6. Talking when you are not supposed to, talking across the room and disrupting other students from learning will not be tolerated.

7. You must have the following information (the student’s full name, the date, the subject, the instructor’s name and room number) written in the upper right hand corner on each paper for all tests, quizzes, homework, and class work. 

8. Be considerate of how your actions and attitude affect other people.

 Note: 

All school rules will be strictly enforced all the time. Please read the parent / Student handbook. 

On the other hand, inappropriate or disruptive behavior will result in:

1. Warning- verbal

2. Detention, written response to behavior including the solution, and parent contract

3. Parent conference

4. Know that I will contact your parents when your grade drops below a C-, when I notice a continued pattern of poor classwork and/or when I see behavior issues that need parental support. 

Advice for success:

I encourage you to keep the positive attitude, ask questions, and seek my help whenever you need it. Never be afraid to ask questions if you don’t understand something. I’m here to facilitate success in learning. Believe in your ability to succeed. Hard work and the confident that you can do it will lead you to a great year of success. 

Required Materials: 

Binder (3- holed punched, lined paper), blue or black pen, # 2 pencils, graph paper, ruler and scientific calculator with graphing capabilities (TI- 84 recommended)

Note:  Divide the binder into four sections: 1st section for notes, 2nd section for class work, 3rd section for homework and 4th section for tests/ quizzes. 

Note: 

The instructor retains the right to make changes and additions to the syllabus during the course of the year.

THIS SYLLABUS MUST BE READ AND SIGNED BY THE PARENT/ GUARDIAN OF THE STUDENT.

By signing below, I                                                               , am aware of the expectations, procedures, and structure of this course.  I have gone through this syllabus and understand what will be asked of my student through this year in this course.  I also agree to contact the teacher, Mr. Wissa, if I have any concerns, questions, or comments.

Parent/Guardian Signature






Date

In addition, please provide me with the best number at which to reach you and an email address if you have email access. 

Daytime phone: (         )



Evening phone: (        )


Email:

For students:
By signing below, I                                                                         , am aware of what will be asked of me in this class.  I understand the rules of the classroom and I agree to follow them to the best of my abilities through the duration of the school year.  I also agree to contact Mr. Wissa if I ever need help or if I have any concerns, questions, and/or comments.

Student signature: 

Please return by: Monday August 30, 2010
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