Lesson Two:  Analyzing the Prompt & 
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Writing Document References (with Medieval Documents) 
DBQ Prompts

All AP Euro DBQs have a cover page which looks like this:
AP EUROPEAN HISTORY—MIDDLE AGES DBQ
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Directions:  The following question is based on the accompanying Documents 1-13.  (Some of the documents have been edited for the purpose of this exercise.)  Write your answer on the lined pages of the pink essay booklet.

This question is designed to test your ability to work with historical documents.  Write an essay that:

· has a relevant thesis and supports that thesis with EVIDENCE from the documents.

· uses a majority of the documents.

· analyzes the documents by grouping them in as many appropriate ways as possible.  Does not simply summarize the documents individually.  

· takes into account both the sources of the documents and the authors’ points of view.
You may refer to relevant historical information not mentioned in the documents.


1.  Analyze the various responses to the outbreaks of plague from the fifteenth to eighteenth centuries.  Discuss the beliefs and concerns that these responses express.  

Historical background:  The plague struck Europe in a series of waves beginning in the mid-fourteenth century.  It is estimated that the first wave killed about 25 million people, or one-third of the population of Western Europe.  Sporadic but deadly outbreaks continued throughout Europe into the eighteenth century.

Europeans at the time did not understand the cause of this bacterial infection, which was spread by fleas that had been infected by their hosts, usually rats.  When the rats died, the fleas moved on to infect other hosts, including human beings.  Once infected, a person suffered extreme pain and, within a few days, about 80 percent of those infected died.
Instructions—they are always the same, so after today, we never have to read them again.  

All you need to do here is zero in on the part where it tells you how many documents there are.  

Directions:  The following question is based on the accompanying Documents 1-13.

So there are 13 documents total.  Divide 13 in half, then add 1.  That is the minimum # of documents you will need to reference in your essay. (So you need to reference seven for this particular DBQ.)

Prompt—always has a #1 next to it.  Read it thoroughly before you do ANYTHING else.  Then go back, read it again, and underline the tasks it addresses.  This helps to be sure you address all the tasks, and can also help in grouping your information into paragraphs.  

1.  Analyze the various responses to the outbreaks of plague from the fifteenth to eighteenth centuries.  Discuss the beliefs and concerns that these responses express.  

This prompt has given us two tasks:

· analyze responses

· discuss beliefs and concerns

Here are some common task words that appear in AP essay prompts.  Define each one.
Analyze—
Compare—

Contrast—

Discuss—
Evaluate—

Background Info—very useful because often, DBQ prompts address obscure events that no one has ever heard of (OK, maybe not no one, but they often use topics that are unfamiliar to most tenth graders).  DO NOT PANIC.  The purpose of a DBQ is to measure how well you can read and evaluate documents.  Read the background info and your documents and you can write a great essay even with no prior knowledge of the topic.  
Reading Documents and Prewriting—each DBQ has between 12-14 short excerpts of documents.  Usually they are primary source documents, but occasionally there are secondary sources as well.  Most will be written documents, but often there are visual documents thrown in, such as maps, paintings, and charts.  

Your first goal is to read each document quickly, get the gist of it, and jot down the main idea somewhere in the margin.  Historical people often spoke very formally and used archaic language.  Don’t worry if you don’t understand every word of every document.  Just jot down the main idea and move on.  
Writing Document References—references to documents are going to provide the bulk of your evidence that proves your thesis in a DBQ.  Basically you are just going to write sentences that summarize or paraphrase how the documents reflect on the prompt.  

Three things to remember about document references:
· NEVER, EVER, EVER DIRECTLY QUOTE A DOCUMENT.  ALWAYS PARAPHRASE—SUMMARIZE WHAT IS STATED IN THE DOCUMENT IN YOUR OWN WORDS.
· SINCE YOU ARE NOT DIRECTLY QUOTING, DO NOT USE QUOTATION MARKS.

· “DOUBLE ATTRIBUTE” EACH DOCUMENT REFERENCE SENTENCE.  REFERENCE THE SOURCE BY NAME WITHIN THE SENTENCE, THEN END THE SENTENCE WITH A PARENTHETICAL CITATION OF THE SOURCE LETTER OR #.  
Example of a perfect document reference sentence:  

Document A

Remember:  tasks are to analyze responses & discuss beliefs and concerns

Main idea:  response—kids stayed out of school; belief—communal places cause Plague (all documents may NOT address both response and beliefs, even though this one does)
Perfect document reference sentence:  A Dutch schoolmaster noted in a letter that many students were responding to the threat of Plague by refraining from attending school, demonstrating a belief that being in a communal situation would increase their likelihood of contracting the Plague.  (Doc. A)

Practice Part I:  Evaluating Document References  Determine whether each of the following document references fulfills all of the requirements.  If not, rewrite the document reference to make it correct.
Document B


1.  Document Reference sentence:  According to the 16th-century book the Deception of Demons, by Johann Weyer, some citizens of one city purposefully spread the plague in order to speed the receipt of money they anticipated would be left to them by infected relatives.  (Doc B)

Is this a valid document reference?  yes      no

If no, why?  _____________________________________________________________________________  

If no, rewrite the reference correctly.  _____________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Document C

2.  Document Reference sentence:  In Document C, it says that the plague and sickness in England is due to the filth in the streets and dogs’ urine.
Is this a valid document reference?  yes      no

If no, why?  _____________________________________________________________________________  

If no, rewrite the reference correctly.  _____________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Document D


3.  Document Reference sentence:  Some people responded to the Plague by quarantining the houses of people who had died from it.  (Doc D)
Is this a valid document reference?  yes      no

If no, why?  _____________________________________________________________________________  

If no, rewrite the reference correctly.  _____________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Document E


4.  Document Reference sentence:  According to Samuel Pepys’s published diary, “people avoided buying wigs because they were concerned the hair of the wigs might be contagious.”  
Is this a valid document reference?  yes      no

If no, why?  _____________________________________________________________________________  

If no, rewrite the reference correctly.  _____________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Document F


6.  Document Reference sentence:  One traveler, the Englishman Sir John Rereseby,  weighed the risks of the Plague against the benefits of his proposed trips, and decided to continue with his journey despite the epidemic.  (Document F)
Is this a valid document reference?  yes      no

If no, why?  _____________________________________________________________________________  

If no, rewrite the reference correctly.  _____________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Document G


7.  Document Reference sentence:  “Plague-stricken patients hang around their necks toads, either dead or alive.”
Is this a valid document reference?  yes      no

If no, why?  _____________________________________________________________________________  

If no, rewrite the reference correctly.  _____________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Practice Part II:  Writing Your Own Document References  
Document H

8.  Main idea—responses and/or beliefs:  __________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________

9.  Document reference sentence:  _______________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ (                   )
Document I

10.  Main idea—responses and/or beliefs:  ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

11.  Document reference sentence:  ______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ (                   )
Document J


12.  Main idea—responses and/or beliefs:  ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

13.  Document reference sentence:  ______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ (                   )
                             Document K 
For a visual document, simply describe what you see.

14.  Main idea—responses and/or beliefs:  ____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

15.  Document reference sentence:  ____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

_______________________________(                    )
Document L
16.  Main idea—responses and/or beliefs:  ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

17.  Document reference sentence:  ______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ (                   )
Practice Part III—Analyzing the Prompt and Creating Document References
18.  What are the tasks called for in the prompt?

_____________________________________________ ____________________________________________

1.  Analyze the major political, social, economic, and intellectual factors that led to a breakdown of society in the late 14th & early 15th centuries, and evaluate the application of the term ‘calamitous’ to this time period.                                                    
Historical background:  The historian Barbara Tuchmann wrote in The Distant Mirror: The Calamitous 14c:  “when the gap between the ideal and the real [in a society] becomes too wide, the system breaks down.”  Europeans suffered many setbacks in the 14th & 15th centuries including the onset of the Hundred Years’ War in 1337, first appearance of the Black Death in Europe in 1347, competition for power between kings and popes, and the Great Schism, a time period during which two and sometimes three separate individuals claimed to be the rightful Pope.  
Document M

19.  Main ideas:  ________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________

20.  Document reference sentence:  ______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ (                   )
Document N

21.  Main ideas:  ________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

22.  Document reference sentence:  ______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ (                   )

Document O

23.  Main ideas:  ________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

24.  Document reference sentence:  ______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ (                   )
Document P
25.  Main ideas:  ________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

26.  Document reference sentence:  ______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ (                   ) 
Instructions





Prompt





Background Info





Source:  schoolmaster at Deventer, Netherlands, letter, 1484





You asked how my school is doing.  It is full again, but the plague, which killed twenty of the boys, drove many others away and doubtless kept some others from coming to us at all.  








Source:   Lisabetta Centenni, Italian housewife, legal deposition, 1624


 My husband Ottavio had a malignant fever. We were sure he would die. Sister Angelica del Macchia, prioress at Crocetta, sent me a little piece of bread that had touched the body of St. Domenica. I fed it to my husband and suddenly the fever broke.

















Source:   Daniel Defoe, A Journal of the Plague Year, 1722


The trading nations of Europe were all afraid of us; no port of France, or Holland, or Spain, or Italy would admit our ships. Foreign exportation being stopped, the general trade in manufactured goods stopped next.


























Source:   M. Bertrand, physician at Marseilles, A Historical Relation of the Plague at Marseilles in the Year 1720


The plague must be considered a particular chastisement exercised by an angry God over a sinful and offending people rather than as a calamity proceeding from common and natural causes. Consequently, it is little subject to the remedies pursued in the cases of ordinary maladies.


























 Source:      a contemporary chronicler's account of the cremation of the Jews of Strasbourg, 1349


 In the year 1349 there occurred the greatest epidemic that ever happened.  Death went from one end of the earth to the other . . . . �          


In the matter of this plague the Jews throughout the world were reviled and accused in all lands of having caused it through the poison which they are said to have put into the water and the wells--that is what they were accused of--and for this reason the Jews were burnt all the way from the Mediterranean into Germany . . . . �          


On Saturday . . . they burnt the Jews on a wooden platform in their cemetery.  The council, however, took the cash that the Jews possessed and divided it among the working men proportionately.  The money was indeed the thing that killed the Jews.  If they had been poor and if the feudal lords had not been in debt to them, they would not have been burnt . . . .





�          








 Source:      Pope Boniface VIII in his papal bull, Unam Sanctam, 1302.


We are taught by the words of the Gospel that in this church and in her power there are two swords, a spiritual one and a temporal (earthly) one . . . . In the order of the universe all things are not kept in order in the same fashion and immediately but the lowest are ordered by the intermediate and inferiors by superiors.  But the spiritual power excels any earthly one in dignity and nobility ....  Moreover we clearly perceive this from the giving of tithes, from benediction and sanctification, from the acceptance of this power and from the very government of things.  For, the truth bearing witness, the spiritual power has to institute the earthly power and to judge it if it has not been good.  So it is verified the prophecy of Jeremiah (1:10) concerning the church and the power of the church, 'Lo, I have set thee this day over the nations and over kingdoms.'





�          








Source:  B. H. Slicher van Bath, The Agrarian History of Western Europe, A. D. 500-1800.





Estimated European Population


Year�
Population�
�
1100 �
48 million�
�
1200�
59 million�
�
1300 �
70 million�
�
1347�
75 million�
�
1352�
50 million�
�






Source:  Jehan de Wavrin, observer of the Battle of Agincourt (in the Hundred Years’ War),  1415





[The French] men-at-arms without number began to fall; and their horses feeling the arrows coming upon them took to flight before the enemy, and following their example many of the French turned and fled. Soon afterwards the English archers threw away their bows and quivers, then took their swords, hatchets, mallets, axes, falcon-beaks and other weapons, and struck down and killed these Frenchmen without mercy, and never ceased to kill till the said vanguard which had fought little or not at all was completely overwhelmed, and these went on striking right and left till they came upon the second battalion, which was behind the advance guard, and there the King personally threw himself into the fight with his men-at-arms.














Source: John Taylor, English carpenter, early seventeenth century.


Youths armed with cudgels, stones, hammers, trowels, and hand saws put theaters to the sack, and bawdy houses to the spoil, in the quarrel breaking a thousand windows, tumbling from the tops of lofty chimneys, terribly untiling houses and ripping up the bowels of featherbeds; this leads to the enriching of upholsterers, the profit of plasterers and dirt daubers, and the gain of glaziers, joiners, carpenters, tillers, and bricklayers. And what is worse, to the contempt of justice. Thus by the unmannerly manners of Shrove Tuesday constables are baffled.





Source: Baltasar Rusow, Lutheran pastor, commenting on a saint’s feast day festival in mid-June. Estonia, sixteenth century.





The festival was marked by flames of joy over the whole country. Around these bonfires people danced, sang and leapt with great pleasure, and did not spare the bagpipes. Many loads of beer were brought. What disorder, whoring, fighting, killing and dreadful idolatry took place there!








Source: Brother Giovanni di Carlo, Dominican monk, Florence, 1468.





Thus, as the appointed time arrived, all the sons convened in the square of the city. They represented all the leaders of the city. The sons’ portrayal of adult citizens was so good that it hardly would seem believable. For they had so carved their faces and countenances in masks that they might scarcely be distinguishable from their fathers, the leaders of the city. Their very sons had put on their clothes and the sons had learned all of their gestures, copying each and every one of their actions and habits in an admirable way. It was truly lovely for citizens who had convened at the public buildings to look on their very selves imitated with as much beauty and processional pomp as the regal magnificence of the most ample senate of the city, which their sons would proudly act out before them.





Source: R. Lassels, French traveler, commenting on Italian Carnival customs, 1670.


All this festival activity is allowed the Italians that they may give a little vent to their spirits which have been stifled for a whole year and are ready to choke with gravity and melancholy.





Source: Henry Bourne, commenting on the customs of celebrating midsummer night in the Scilly Islands, Great Britain, 1725.


The servant and his master are alike and everything is done with an equal freedom. They sit at the same table, converse freely together, and spend the remaining part of the night in dancing, singing etc., without any difference or distinction. The maidens are dressed up as young men and the young men as maidens; thus disguised they visit their neighbors in companies, where they dance and make jokes upon what has happened on the island. Everyone is humorously told their own faults without offense being taken.





Source: Report from the police inspector, Toulouse, France, April 1833.


When a royalist widower of the Couteliers neighborhood remarried, he began receiving raucous visits night after night. Most of the people who took too active a part were sent to the police court. But that sort of prosecution was not very intimidating, and did not produce the desired effect. The disorders continued. One noticed, in fact, that the people who got involved in the disturbances no longer came, as one might expect, from the inferior classes. Law students, students at the veterinary school and youngsters from good city families had joined in. Seditious shouts had arisen in certain groups, and we learned that the new troublemakers meant to keep the charivari going until King Louis Philippe’s birthday, in hopes of producing another sort of disorder.


It was especially on the evening of Sunday the 28th of April 1833 that the political nature of these gatherings appeared unequivocally. All of a sudden shouts of LONG LIVE THE REPUBLIC were heard. It was all the clearer what was going on because the majority of the agitators were people whose ordinary clothing itself announced that they weren’t there for a simple charivari.





Source: Mrs. Elizabeth Gaskell, English author, writing to her friend, Mary Hewitt, about the customs of Cheshire, 1838.


When any woman, a wife more particularly, has been scolding, beating or otherwise abusing the other sex, and is publicly known, she is made to “ride stang.” A crowd of people assemble toward evening after work hours, with an old shabby, broken down horse. They hunt out the delinquent and mount her on their horse astride with her face to the tail. So they parade her through the nearest village or town, drowning her scolding and clamour with the noise of frying pans, just as you would scare a swarm of bees. And though I have seen this done many times, I never knew the woman to seek any redress, or the avengers to proceed to any more disorderly conduct after they had once made the guilty one “ride stang.”





Source: Variant of a stang song, from Lincolnshire, England, 1850.


 Ran, tan, tan!  


The sign of the kettle, and the old tin pan.  


Old Abram Higback has been beating his good woman.  


But he neither told her for what or for why,


But he up with his fist, and blacked her eye.  


Now all ye old women, and old women kind, 


Get together, and be of a mind.  


Collar him and take him to the out-house, 


And shove him in.  Now if that does not mend his manners,  


Then take his skin to the tanners.





Source:  Russian official, report on an incident in a village in Novgorod Province, Russia, late nineteenth century.





Drosida Anisimova was apprehended for berry-picking in the village’s communal berry patch before the customary time. A village policeman brought her before the village assembly, where they hung on her neck the basket of berries she had gathered, and the entire commune led her through the village streets with shouts, laughter, songs and dancing to the noise of washtubs, frying pans, and bells. The punishment had such a strong effect on her that she was ill for several days, but the thought of complaining against the offenders never entered her mind.





Source:  P. Burke, Popular Culture in Early Modern Europe, 1994.





The main theme during Carnival was usually 'The World Upside Down'. Situations got turned around. It was an enactment of the world turned upside down. Men dressed up as women, women dressed up as men, the rich traded places with the poor, etc. There was physical reversal: people standing on their heads, horses going backwards and fishes flying. There was reversal of relationships between man and beast: the horse shoeing the master or the fish eating the fisherman. The other reversal was that of relationships between men: servants giving orders to their masters or men feeding children while their wives worked the fields. Many events centered on the figure of 'Carnival', often depicted as a fat man, cheerful and surrounded by food. The figure of 'Lent', for contrast, often took the form of a thin, old woman, dressed in black and hung with fish. These depictions varied in form and name in the different regions in Europe. 





Source:   Erasmus of Rotterdam, letter, 1512





The plague and sickness in England is due to the filth in the streets and the sputum and dogs' urine clogging the rushes on the floors of the houses.








Source:    Johann Weyer, German physician, The Deceptions of Demons, 1583





About 40 people at Casale in Western Lombardy smeared the bolts of the town gates with an ointment to spread the plague. Those who touched the gates were infected and many died. The heirs of the dead and diseased had actually paid people at Casale to smear the gates in order to obtain their inheritances more quickly.





Source:   Heinrich von Staden, Count of the Palatinate and traveler to Russia, The Land and Government of Muscovy, 1571





Whatever house the pestilence visited was immediately nailed up, and if a person died within, he had to be buried there. Many died of hunger in their own houses. Throughout the country, all the roads and highways were guarded so that a person could not pass from one place to another.





Source:   Samuel Pepys, English naval bureaucrat, Diary, 1665





For nobody will dare to buy any wig, for fear of the infection, that the hair had been cut off the heads of people dead of the plague.





Source:    Sir John Reresby, English traveler, memoirs, 1656


 The news came as we were ready to set forth for Italy that the plague was now violent in Rome, which discouraged all the gentlemen but three and myself, for I resolved to trust to Providence rather than not see so fine a place. 








Source:  S  H. de Rochas, French physician, The Reform of Medicine, 1647





Plague-stricken patients hang around their necks toads, either dead or alive, whose venom should within a few days draw out the poison of the disease. 








Source:  Nicolas Versoris, French author, Book of Reason, 1523





Since the rich fled, death was principally directed towards the poor so that only a few of the Paris porters and wage-earners, who had lived there in large numbers before the misfortune, were left.
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