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The Pedestrian and Everyday Use: Vocabulary List
manifest
appear; become evident

intermittent

appearing or occurring from time to time

ebbing


lessening or weakening 

antiseptic
substance used to sterilize or to prevent infection

regressive
moving backward or returning to an earlier or less advanced condition
sidle
move sideways, especially in a shy or sneaky manner
furtive


acting as if trying not to be seen
cowering

drawing back or huddling in fear 
doctrines
principles; teachings; beliefs
rifling
searching thoroughly or in a rough manner
Directions:  Write a sentence using each vocabulary word.

1. manifest

Sudden gray phantoms seemed to manifest upon inner room walls where a curtain was still undrawn against the night, or there were whisperings and murmurs where a window in a tomblike building was still open.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. intermittent

For long ago he had wisely changed to sneakers when strolling at night, because the dogs in intermittent squads would parallel his journey with barkings if he wore hard heels, and lights might click on and faces appear and an entire street be startled by the passing of a lone figure, himself, in the early November evening.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. ebbing

Crime was ebbing; there was no need now for the police, save for this one lone car wandering and wandering the empty streets.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. antiseptic

It smelled of harsh antiseptic; it smelled too clean and hard and metallic.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. regressive

“To the Psychiatric Center for Research on Regressive Tendencies.”

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. sidle
Have you ever seen a lame animal, perhaps a dog run over by some careless person rich enough to own a car, sidle up to someone who is ignorant enough to be kind to him?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. furtive
Furtive boys in pink shirts hanging about on washday after school.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. cowering
She stoops down quickly and lines up picture after picture of me sitting there in front of the house with Maggie cowering behind me.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. doctrines
Hakim-a-barber said, “I accept some of their doctrines, but farming and raising cattle is not my style.”
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. rifling
After dinner Dee (Wangero) went to the trunk at the foot of my bed and started rifling through it.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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